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d Z ſerve, what amazing Inroads that dire 
Yo HAAG Contagion, firſt raiſed and diffuſed in 
2 y the Church of Alexandria by Arius 
nan inſolent aſſuming Presbyter, hath of 
late Tears made on this Chriſtian Nation: And what 
unwearied Pains in the wily Arts of Sophiſtry and De- 
lufion are taken by falſe Brethren, of the ſame Com- 
plexion among our ſelves, to render it epidemical. 

Ff it be true, that in ſome *Peſtilential Diſeaſes, thoſe, 
that are infected, take a wonderful Delight in infect- 


ing of others, and find their Satisfaction in tainting 


their neareſt Relations and Friends; it never is other- 
wiſe in Diſtempers of the Mind. Every curious, or 
novel Opinion, that ſprings in the Brain of Self- 4d- 
mirers, how erroneous, how damuable ſoever it be, is 
above all things entitled to their Care and Indulgence. 
The miſ-ſhapen Embrio ſhall be lick'd into Form, and 
faſhioned to advantage, to conceal, if poſſible, its na- 
tive Deformity. They that travail with it, are reſtleſs 
and in Pain, till it come to the Birth And when 
thoſe Pangs and Throws are over, their next Concer 
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is, how to ſpread and propagate it. Numbers, they 
know, are both an Ornament and Defence ; and there- 
fore imploy all the Arts of Colluffon aud Sophiſtical Ad- 
dreſs to draw in as many as they can, to ſupport and 
give Countenamce to what they produce. And if it | 
chance to meet with Oppoſition, that only ſerves to fan 
the Flame of natural Affection, and to make it blaze 
out with the greater Violence. 

But Hereſies, that are entirely new, are very great 
Rarities indeed. We ſee no ſuch Monſter in theſe la- 
ter Ages. The Men of Reaſon and Philoſophy in for- 
mer times have exhauſted the whole Fund of Capital 
Errors, and have ouly left to Poſterity the inglorious 
Part of purſuing their impious Schemes, and improving 
on their Models. Our modern Arians have Reaſon to 
complain of this unhappy Neceſſity, and to curſe, with 
the * Grammarian, thoſe buſy Fellows, that have 
ſaid all their fine Things before them. For can a viler 
Indignity be offered to Men of their Reach and un- 
bounded Capacity, than to be put to the Drudgery of 
vamping an old Moth-eaten Hereſy ? An Hereſy, that 
ſtrikes at the very Foundations of the Chriſtian Faith, 
and ſtands condemnu'd by the great Oecumenical Council 
of Nice. 

Conſtantine the Great, who ſummoned that Coun- 
cil, and prefided in it, call'd Arius, the Founder of this 
Hereſy, F The impudent Miniſter of the Devil ; 
[| commanded him and his Followers to bear the inſamous 
Name of Porphyrians; ſentenced all his Books to the 
Flames, and made it Death jor any to conceal them. 
The ſame Great Emperor complained of the manifold 
Abuſes and Miſrepreſentations, both as to Perſons and 

Things 
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Things, made him by Euſebius of Nicomedia, and 
the other Partixaus aud Friends. o Arius ; aug 
out of a juſt aud becoming Indignatiop, - canceiu'd 
againſt their Frauds, Circurguentiaus and Treac 
gave them the Cheratter of Peſtilent Wretches. if 
theſe Titles aud Charalteys pleaſe the Meu of Reaſon 
and Philoſophy among us, who labour a Revival of 
thoſe impious Opinions, we do not exrvy them the Wear- 
ing of them. Much Good may their Honours do them. 
But let them not think fo meanly of us Chriſtians, as 
to dare with Effroutery and Diſdain to paſs their Opi- 
nious lapon us hom for Primitive Chriſtianity. f We 
know in whom we have believed, aud are reſolved, 
uit h God's Aſſiftance,. || to contend earneſtly for the 
Faith once delivered to the Saints, and handed 
_ to ts by the general Suffrage of their pious Suc- 
CEL JOYS, 4A | F 

Methiuks, if Piety would not, which yet wwe make 
10 doubt of, true Policy would induce the Defender of 
the Faith to take proper Meaſures to ſtop the Progreſs 
of ſuch damnable Errors, not more deſtruttive of the 
Chriſtian Religion, than of the Peace and Security of 
the Crown. Witneſs that Inundation of Diſorders and 
Confuſions, that almoſt everwhelmed the Roman Em- 
pire in the Reign Conſtantius, brought in by the 
barbarous Outrages of the Arians, and the complica- 
ted Crimes of Murder, Rapine and Sacrilege. Nor 
can it ever be ſafe, in point of Policy, to blaſpheme, | 
and reduce into the Rauk of Creatures, that Eſſeutial, 
Divine Wiſdom, ** by whom Kings reign; and 
Princes decree Juſtice. 

If the modern Oracles of Reaſon and Philoſophy 
would have bufied their Thoughts, in demonſtrating the 
neceſſary Exiftence of God from the Things that are in 
Being ; in unravelling all the Myſterious Steps of Pro- 
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vidence in the World, and in aſſoiling all the Difh- 
culties that attend every ſtrange Phenomenon in 
Nature : It would. have been a more decent and 
laudable Employment. But to what imaginable Pur- 
poſe ſhould they ſuffer their Thoughts to dwell on thoſe 
Subjects, when they refuſe to believe that God, whoſe 
Exiſtence they demonſtrate, whoſe ſtrange Works they 
pretend to account for? For in not believing God, 
they make him a Liar ; they treat Him as one that 
' deſerves no Credit; becauſe they believe not the 
Record that God gave of his Son. b ON 

This Charge, I am ſenſible, will highly provoke and 
exaſperate the Arians among #s. They would be thought 
not only to have the profoundeſt Veneration for the Sa- 
cred Scriptures, but to give us from thence an entire 
Plan of the Doctrine of the Trinity. The Method, no 
doubt, is juſt and right, and would have been perfett 
too, had they taken in the conſtant Tradition of the Ca- 
tholick Church, to fix and determine the Senſe of thoſe 
Expreſſions, which are liable to be perverted, and could 
be cleared by their proper Evidences. 1-8 

But what their Veneration is for the ſacred Scri- 
ptures ; what Partiality hath been uſed in making Col- 
lections from thence ; and what intolerable Treatment 
the ancient Writers of the Church have received, the 
Learned know to their great Regret, and ſee too much 
Rea ſon to deteſt and abhor. 

If the Books of the New Teſtament will not de- 
poſe, what they can never be brought to depoſe, againſt 
the Divinity of Jeſus Chriſt, they ſhall be ſure to bear 
their Burden. They ſhall be treated, as their great and 
awful Subject was treated, when a vile Murderer was 
preferred to Him. A Collection of Doftrines, Regu- 
lations, and Orders Eccleffaſtical, ridiculoufly pretending 
to primitive Autiquity, and larded here and there with 
Parcels of Arianiſm, ſhall be deemed as true, if not 
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far more true, and more authentick than the Goſpels 
themſelves. Nay, a greater and a more injurious In- 
dignity, than can ariſe from ſo odious a Compariſon, 
ſha? be forced upon them. They ſhall be rack'd and 
tortur d, mangled aud disjointed, to draw out a Con- 
feſſion againſt God the Son: And if that Method {ail 
of Succeſs, then, * in Imitation of Arius and his Ac- 
complices, (to whom they owe not only their Errors, but 
the Means and Method of defending them) all the ſe- 
ꝛeral Paſſages in Sacred Writ, that relate to the Hu- 
manity, the abject Condition, Humiliation, and Paſſion 
of Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall be collefted, and marſhalled, and 
urged in full Bodies againſt his Divinity : And at the 
ſame Time all the Proofs, and all the Arguments de- 
ducible from thence in Defence of his Divinity, ſball be 
careleſsly paſſed over, or drawn forth only to be miſre- 
preſented. Nor do the Fathers of old meet with better 
Quarter. If they. will not be Arians, they ſhall be 
made to look like Arians, and to bear their Teſtimony 
againſt the only, proper, and ouly begotten Son o/ Gad. 

But I rake too long in this noiſom Filth : And for 
a further Proof of the Charge exhibited againſt our 
modern Arians, I refer the Reader to the following Trea- 
tiſe ; where he will find not only the General Aſſertions 
of the Arians, aud thoſe Aſſertions irrefragably con- 
futed ; but alſo the particular Texts of Scripture, 
wherein they imagine their Strength lies, explained to 
a true and Catholick Senſe, and turned upon the Ari- 
ans to their utter Confuſion. 

Fauſtinus the Presbyter was the Author of this 
Treatiſe ; a Man of Note aud Conſideration in the 
Weſtern Church about the middle of the Fourth Century. 
He wrote it, as he tells us, in Obedience to the Com- 
mands of a truly great and religious Lady, the Empreſs 
Flaccilla, the moſt excellent Conſort of Theodoſius 
the elder : But in fo very low and unpoliſbed a Stile, 
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that, conſcious of his Failure in this Particular, he 
many Times endeavours to excuſe it as much as he it 
able. ATT OT OY | | 

If the Engtiſh Dreſs,” in which he now appears, be 
in all Reſpefts as homely and unfaſhibnable, the Reader 
will be pleaſed to believe, that the true and only Reaſon 
of it is this : The Author ſeemed unwilling to appear 
in any other. Nor is it ever imputed as a Fault in 
Painters, when a Copy perfectiy reſembles, and expreſſes | 
the Original whence it is taken. But how unfaſhionable, | 
how uncourtly ſoever his Dreſs be, it is humbly pre- 
ſumed, that the Engliſh Ladies that have been ſeduced, ] 
or are in danger of being ſeduced, into damnable Er- 
rors, by the falſe Teachers now among us, will never 
diſdain to accept of an Antidote, prepared by the Com- 
mand of a moſt religious Empidh and graciouſly re. 
ceived by her, We | 

J am not inſenfible, that an Oljection lies in the 
Way of my Author, and expect, that the Schiſmatick 
will be thrown in his Teeth by our modern Arians, 
ſhould he chance to be well received here, and on that 
Account only merit the Favour of their Notice. 

To give a ſhort, impartial State of the Caſe : Fau- 
ſtinus was a Man very zealouſly affected, and inſepa- 
rably attached to the Honour of his Lord and Saviour; 
and was horribly afraid of incurring the Diſpleaſure 
of Almighty God, by joining in Communion with thoſe 
Biſhops, or even with ſuch as received thoſe Biſhops, M ſon 
that either through Cowardice, or ſome other mort ther 
blameable Human Frailty, had ſhamefully deſerted aud 
betrayed the Faith in the Council of Arimini. The 
fearful Inſtances which he and his Fellow-Presbyter 
Marcellinus give in their Supplication to the Empe- 
rours Valentinian, Theodoſius, and Arcadius, 
were more than enough to terrify any one from draw- 
ing near to the Tents of thoſe Men, leſt he ſhould par- 
take of their Plagues. The tragical Exit of the Great, 


the Lenerable, the Remuned Hoſius, Biſhop of Cor- 
duba, 
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duba, who out of Cowardice at laſt denyed his Lord 
and Maſter ; of Potamius Biſhop of OlyMippo or 
Lisbon, that out of Avarice betrayed Him; (for Ju- 
das hath his Succeſſors as well as Peter:) And of 
Florentius Biſhop of Emerita, who drew upon him- 
ſelf the Divine Vengeauce, only by communicating with 
thoſe two, whom he knew to be Traitors ; are ſufficient, 
one would think, to deter every Man that hath any 
Regard for bis own Safety, jrom having any thing to 
do with the reſt of thoſe Biſhops, their Foſterers and 


Abettors : And it was their Communion alone which 
Fauſtinus rejected. | 

Zeal, when inflamed, I will frankly own, is a very 
dangerous Affection, where there is either a Want of 
due Knowledge to direct and point it, or of Prudence 
and Candour to reſtrain and controul it, and keep it 
within its proper Bounds. Nor is an Exceſs of Fear 
leſs miſchievous and fatal ; which, as the Wiſe Man 
tells 13, is a Betrayer of the Succours, which Rea- 
ſon offereth, and neither ſeeth, nor heareth, nor con- 
fidereth of any thing but the preſent Danger, to which 
it is expoſed. And if a Man prove exorbitant under 
the Power of theſe violent Paſſions, a few Grains of 
Allowance are only begged at preſent on behalf of the 
Frailties of Human Nature. 

The Council of Ariminum gave the ſad Occaſion for a 
Separation, but the Schiſm was not actually formed till 
ſome Tears after; when thoſe few Biſhops, which nei- 
ther the Menaces, nor the flattering Smiles and pro- 
miſes of Conſtantius, could prevail with to deny the 
Lord that bought them, were recalled from Baniſb- 
ment, and reſtored to their Sees. The returning Biſhops, 
Athanaſius, Euſebius, Aſterius, with others, aſ- 
ſemble a Council at Alexandria, and unanimouſly con- 
firm and ratify the Faith of Nice, and anathema- 
tize the Partiſans of Sabellius and Apollinaris. But 
what was to be done in the Caſe of their Lapſed Bre- 
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threu, uns the grand Queſtion : And d it wat 4 
Matter of prudential Conſideration, was to be entred 
upon aud managed with the greateſt Caution. On the 
one haud, to refuſe to admit them, as the Canons re- 
quired, to Lay- Communion, upon their Repentance and 
Revocation of their Error, were to run themſelves upon 
the ſame Rock on which Novatus ſplit and was liſt, 
Qua the other, to re-inſtate, or rather to confirm them 
in the Sees they prſfſefſed, upon the ſame Conditions, 
was directly againſt the Canons of the Catholick Church, 
wh ch command them to be reduced iuto Lay-Commu- 
nion. The Number of the Lapfi was exceeding great, 
and moſt of them otherwiſe Men of Value and Conſi- 
dieration, betrayed into Hereſy by their extravagant 
Fears, and forced unwillingly to ſubſerite to that Blaſ- 
phemy, which they from their very Souls abhorred. 
la this Perplexity, what Courſe could Prudence itſelf 
direct that Aſſembly of pious, learned, and orthodox 
Biſhops to take ? The Church was ſatisfied with the 
Submiſſion of the Lapfi, but could not well want the 
Benefit of their Labours : And therefore thoſe ſuffering 
Biſhops in Council aſſembled, prudentially reſolved to 
remit ſomewhat of the Severity of the antient Diſcipline, 
rather than try any other Method, which in all Probability 
might in the Iſſue prove much worſe than the Diſeaſe. 
Accordingly, they decreed the Reſtoration of the Lapfi, | 
upon the Conditions aforementioned, not only to the 
Communion of the Church, but alſo to their reſpeftive 
Sees. | 
This Uncauonical Indulgence was highly reſented by 
Lucifer, the great and celebrated Biſhop of Cagliari 
in Sardinia, who wtterly refuſed to ſubſcribe to the 
Decrees of that Council, or to hold Communion with | 
any that received them. This was indeed to ſound a 
Trumpet of Defiance to all the reſt of the Chriſtian Þ 
World that readily came in and approved of the Salu- | 
tary Decrees of that Council. Aud ſo the Obſtinac A 
this 
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this one Man gave Riſe to. the Schiſm, wherein Fau- 
{tinus was unbappily engaged. I 
| But as Schiſms, for their own Support, are common- 
ly obſerved to advance, or fall in with ſome Hetero- 
dox Opinions, or other; theſe Separatiſts found them- 
ſelves direſtihj charged with the Herefies of Sabel.ius 
and Apollinaris; upon none other Grounds, but their 
abſolute Refuſal to ſubſcribe to three Hypoſtaſes in 
the Godhead. And well might the Members of the 
Weſtern Church refuſe to ſubſcribe, which univerſally 
believed the Word Hypoſtaſis, to be the ſame with 
Subſtance, and looked upon the Notion of three Sub- 
ſtances in the Godhead with the utmoſt Abhorrence, as 
being, in their Opinion, neither more nor leſs, than the 
owning of three Gods. The Truth is, the ſtrict and 
proper Signification of the Word, as it hath ever fiace 
been uſed in the Chriſtian Church, was firſt of all fix- 
ed and determined in the Council of Alexandria, by 
the great Care and Labour of Athanaſius ; who, du- 
ring his Exile in Gaul, had Leiſure and Opportunity 
to acquaint himſelf with the Reaſons of that Averſion, 
which tke Latins had conceiv'd 2 the Word, Hy- 
poſtaſis; and Capacity to clear it from the Imputation 
of any Tritheiftical Senſe. But as the true Chriſtian 
Meaning of the Word could not preſently be diffuſed over 
all the World, nor univerſally be received and acqui- 
eſced in; the Decreeing of three Hypoſtaſes in the 
Godhead, gave no ſmall Occafion of Diſlike and De- 
famation to the Decrees of that Council, unto which we 
owe the Peace of the Church, and praiſe and adore a 
Trinity in Unity for the bleſſed Inſtruments of procu- 
ring it. | | 
75 give the Reader no farther trouble on this Head, 
and to vindicate Fauſtinus from the Charge of He- 
refy, which our modern Arians, thoſe exact Tranſcri- 
bers of the Infidelity and Detradtion of their Predeceſ- 
fors, may lay upon bim; 1 beg leave to cloſe this Pre- 
a 2 face 
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| face with his own Confeſſion of Faith, ſent to the Em- 
peror Theodoſius, and tranſmitted by him to Dama- 
| ſus Biſhop of Rome; ( who, tis probable, put the 
Emperor upon requiring from each Schiſmatick a Con- 
Feſfron of his Faith : ) and was long ago received into 
the Code of the Canons and Conſtitutions of the Ro- 
man Church. TA | 


The ll } 


The Confeſſion of Fauſtinus is as followeth ; 


PHE Faith ſet down in Writing at Nice, 

was ſufficient againſt the Arians. But be- 
cauſe ſome Men of bad Diſpoſitions, under the 
Confeſſion of that Faith are intermixing im- 
pious Expreſſions, to bring Diſgrace and Diſ- 
pleaſure upon us, as tho' we were the Patrons 
of the Hereſy of Sabelliur; we briefly, firſt, 
in the Confeſſion of the Faith declare againſt 
Sabellius; and againſt thoſe, that under the 
| Confeſſion of the Catholick Faith, are the De- 
fenders of impious Expreſſions, affirming that 
there are Three Subſtances; when the Ca- 
tholick Faith hath always confeſſed, that there 
is One Subſtance of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 

We believe there is a Father, who is not 
the Son, but that hath a Son without Begin- 
ing, begotten of him, not made : And we be- 
lieve there is a Son, who 1s not the Father,, 
but that hath a Father, of whom he is begot- 
ten, not made: And we believe there is an 
Holy Ghoſt, that is really and truly the Spirit 
of God. Whence alſo we confeſs, that there 
is One Subſtance of the Divine Trinity : For 
ſuch as the Father is as to Subſtance, ſuch alſo 


is the Son, whom he hath begotten: And the 
Holy 
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Holy Ghoſt, not being a Creature, but the 
Spirit of God, is not different from the Sub. 
ſtance of the F ather and the Son; but he him- 


| ſelf is alſo of the ſame Subſtance with the Fa- 


ther and the Son, as he is of the ſame God- 
head. For they that take us to be the F ol- 


Towers of Apollinaris, may know, that We no 


leſs abominate the Hereſy of Apollinaris, thin 
that of Arius, But we admire how thoſe can 
be approved of for Catholicks, who affirm, 
there are Three Subſtances of the Father, and 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. But altho? 
they ſay, that they believe not the Son of 
God, or the Holy Ghoft, to be a Creature; 
yet on the other Side, the Faith they con- 
ceive is impious, when they affirm, there are | 
'Three Subſtances; for 'it follows, that they 
muſt confeſs Three Gods, who confeſs Thres 
Subſtances. Which Expreſſion the Catholicks 


have always abhorred. 
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of 1 Hereticks Aſſertion, That God 1 Hi 1 
4 Son out of Nothing: F He made Him out of 
Nothing, than is He a Creature, and not a Son, 
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That the Son of God is Almighty 5 * anchangeabls ; ; 
and that there is one Omnipotence of the Father 
and the Son, as there is alſo one Godhead : And 
concerning the Myſtery of the Son's Incarnation, 
or rather of the Ty Nature A umed by Him, 
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FarirtH againſt the tories? 


N I Obedience to your molt religious 
I 77 Commands, let us enter the Liſts with 
che Adverſary, not preſuming indeed 
upon our own Force, but confiding 
Min the Patronage of the Saviour; 
againſt whom, after the manner of the Gentiles, 
and with the Rage and Fury of Fews, the Im- 
piety of Hereticks, is waging of War. But becauſe 
in that, which you vouchſafe to write in the Per- 
ſon of Heriticls, I perceive a great many things in 
Diſorder, inſomuch that you ſeem to me not per- 
fectly to have known the Arrian Aſſertions; I 
B thought 
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thought it better, in the firſt Place, to make it 
plainly and openly appear, how: they hold the 
Articles of Faith, and how they take Captive 
well-meaning” People with ambiguous Expreſſi- 


ons; and then moſt. of all, -when-under the Co- 
ver of the common Confeſſion they ſet off their 
impious Words to Advantage. For then, and 
not before, the Truth oft 


he Solutions and An- 

ſwers appears, when firſt their wicked, ſacrilegi- 

Vi Dodging is expolcd : 220 1274 17 to publick 
leW. | S % 8: F gl 
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Of. the Impious Confeſſion of the Arrians. 


H E Arrian Impiety aſſerteth many Things 
in the ſame Words which we do, but con- 
feſſeth not in the fame Senſe, when called upon 
to rehearſe the Articles of the Divine Faith. 
in the very ſame Terms: that -we make uſe of, it 


ſpeaks out aloud God the Father, and God the 


Son, and that all Things were made of God the 
Father by the Son, and that the Son was begot- 
ten. before the Worlds. But when in theſe. Ex- 
preſſions it is at full Agreement with us, yet ne- 
vertheleſs by prophane Interpretations it forceably 
uits the pions Senſe of the Catholick Church: 

o ſpeaking the Word, Father, as meant of one 

that hath not truly begotten; and ſo pronouncing 


the Word, Son, as intended of one, that is a 


Son, not by Nature, but by Adoption; that is, 
of one taken in to the Name of Son from ſome 
other quarter, not truly begotten of God the Fa- 
ther. For altho* it confeſſeth, that the Son was 
born before the Worlds, it nevertheleſs aſſigneth a 
Beginning: to Him, ſaying, There was a Time 

when 


"1me 
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when he was not. And it ſaith, That all Things 
were made by Him, but ſo, as to affirm Him 
ſubſtitured out of nothing in being, having pre- 
ſumed Him not truly begotten of God the Fa- 
ther. And hence would have it believed, that 
Chriſt indeed is God, but no true God, to whom 
a Be "nin is aſſignable ; and a Son indeed, not 
by Birth, but by Creation. If ſo be He is not 
truly born of the Father, but ſubſtituted out of 
Nothing, he for this Reaſon believes Him mu- 
table, as being in his Creed, neither truly God, 
nor a true Son. And to gain Credit to his im- 
ious Sentiments with ignorant or well-meaning 
N he makes uſe, as he thinks, of the Te- 
ſtimonies of the Divine Writings, ſaying what is 
ſpoken in the Perſon of Wiſdom, * The Lord cre- 
ated me. the beginning of his Ways for his Works. 
Now, that Chriſt is Wiſdom, the Apoſtle con- 
firmeth, when he ſaith, f Chriſt the Power of God, 


| and the Wiſdom of God. *Tis certain then, that 


Chriſt, who is Wiſdom according to the Apoſtle, 
is a Creature; and now, ſaith he, it follows that 
He is not a true God, who is a Creature: Now 
is He not a true Son, who is not begotten of 
God, but created: There was a Time therefore, 
when He was not. | : 
Theſe are the Weapons that ſubtle Wickedneſs 
produceth, and which we are called forth to op- 
poſe, in order to lay open the Impiety of the 
contrary Aſſertion, not indeed, as we ſaid, by 
our own Proweſs, but by the Grace of God, 
which eyer aſſiſteth pious Endeavours. Only ler 
me beg of you, not to be offended at my (loven- 
ly Language, but having your Thoughts fixed on 
the Worth of Things, give Sentence for the Truth. 
But I write not this, as a Book, but diſpute, as 
it were, with the — here preſent. And, 
ir 
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thought it better, in the firſt Place, to make it 
plainly and openly appear, how they hold the 
Articles of Faith, and how they rake Captive 


well-meaning People with ambiguous Expreſſi- 
ons; and then moſt. of all, hen under the Co- 
ver of the common Confeſſion they ſet off their 
impious Words to Advantage. For then, and 
not before, the Truth of the Solutions and An- 


ſwers appears, when firſt their wicked, ſacrilegi- 
ous Dodging is expoſed and laid open to publick 
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CHAP, L. 


© Of. the 'Impions Confeſſion of the Arrians. 


H E Arrian Impiety aſſerteth many Things 
in the ſame Words which we do, but con- 
feſſeth not in the fame Senſe, when called upon 
to rehearſe the Articles of the Divine Faith. For 
in the very ſame Terms: that we make uſe of, it 
ſpeaks out aloud God the Father, and God the 
Son, and that all Things were made of God the 
Father by the Son, and that the Son was begot- 
ten. before the Worlds. But when in theſe. Ex- 
preſſions it is at full Agreement with us, yet ne- 
yertheleſs by prophane Interpretations it forceably 
quits the pious Senſe of the Catholick Church: 

o ſpeaking the Word, Father, as meant of one 
thar hath not truly begotren; and ſo pronouncing 


the Word, Son, as intended of one, that is a 


Son, not by Nature, but by Adoption; that is, 
of one taken in to the Name of Son from ſome 
other quarter, not truly begotten of God the Fa- 


ther. For altho? it confeſſeth, that the Son was 


born before the Worlds, it nevertheleſs aſſigneth a 
Beginning to Him, ſaying, There was a Time 
= ot when 


Ir 
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when he was not. And it ſaith, That all Things 
were made by Him, but ſo, as to affirm Him 
ſubſtituted out of nothing in being, having pre- 
ſumed Him not truly begotten of God the Fa- 
ther. And hence would have it believed, that 
Chriſt indeed is God, but no true God, to whom 
a Be ning is aſſignable; and a Son indeed, not 
by Birth, but by Creation. If ſo be He is not 
truly born of the Father, but ſubſtituted out of 
Nothing, he for this Reaſon believes Him mu- 
table, as being in his Creed, neither truly God, 
nor a true Son. And to gain Credit to his im- 

ious Sentiments with ignorant or well-meaning 
. he makes uſe, as he thinks, of the Te- 
ſtimonies of the Divine Writings, ſaying what is 
ſpoken in the Perſon of Wiſdom, * The Lord cre- 
ated me. the beginning of his Ways for his Works. 
Now, that Chriſt is Wiſdom, the Apoſtle con- 
firmeth, when he ſaith, f Chriſt the Power of God, 


| and the Wiſdom of God. *Tis certain then, that 


Chriſt, who is Wiſdom according to the Apoſtle, 
is a Creature; and now, ſaith he, it follows that 
He is not a true God, who is a Creature: Now 
is He not a true Son, who is not begotten of 
God, but created : There was a Time therefore, 
when He was not. 2 is 
Theſe are the Weapons that ſubtle Wickedneſs 
produceth, and which we are called forth to op- 
poſe, in ordex to lay open the Impiety of the 
contrary Aſſertion, not indeed, as we ſaid, by 
our own Prowels, but by the Grace of God, 
which eyer aſſiſteth pious Endeavours. Only let 
me beg of you, not to be offended at my ſloven- 
ly Language, but having your Thoughts fixed on 
the Worth of Things, give Sentence for the Truth. 
But I write not this, as a Book, but diſpute, as 
it were, with the Adverſary here preſent. And. 
2 * Fir 
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Firſt of all, To what they fay, There was a 
Time, when He was not, we oppoſe this, That 
He hath been ever, and bring againſt it a Goſpel 
Proof, where John ſaith, * In the Beginning Was 
the Mord. For as Chriſt is the Wiſdom of God, 
and the Power of God, fo is He alſo the Word 
of God. When therefore he ſaith,” Ix the Begin- 
ning was the Mrd, how doth the Arrian Impiety 


' ſay, There was a Time when He was not? In the 


Beginning, ſaith he, was the Word: He doth nor ſay, 
In the Beginning the Word was made; and cerrain- 
ly, what was in the Beginning, muſt be believed to 
have ever been, For if the Son, as Impiety ſurmiſeth 
is ſomething made, without queſtion the Divine 
Writing in the entrance had delivered, that He 
was made, after the manner, wherein Moſes ſpake, 
ſaying, f In the Biginning God made the Heaven and 
the Earth. For if the Son of God alſo wett 4 
Thing made, John would have ſaid, In the Be- 
ginning the Word was made. But the Evange- 
lit, or rather the Holy Ghoſt by the Evangeliſt, 
foreſceing, that there would be Men of wicked 
Diſpoſitions, who would ſay of the Son, There 
was a Time, when he was not, therefore he be- 
gan thus, In the Beginning was the Word; for no- 
thing is before Him in Time, who is found to be 
before the Beginning. The Divine Writings were 
therefore publiſh'd, that we ſhould guide our Be- 
lief by their Senſe, not that we ſhould thruſt our 
own Senſe into their Sacred Expreſſions. Let 
him look, if there be any Texts, which by their 
Obſeurity are fippoſed to give occaſion of doubt- 
ing; in this Text certainly there is none at all: 
Nor may an Expofitot Senſe it otherwiſe, than it 
is titten; nor is it needful to thruſt in here, gut 
e 114 cots 3 Senfe: 
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Senſe : A bate recital of the Divine Words is 
enough to let us into a perfect Knowledge of the 
Faith to be received. In the Beginning, ſaith he, 
was the Word. 1s there any Suppoſal of Time 
here, any Suſpicion of Ages, or any Interval of 
a Point or Moment, that thou dareſt ſay, There 
was a Time, when He was not ? In the Begin- 
ning was the Word; and left you might underſtand 
it of a Word ſpoken, it. follows, And the Word 
was with God : He ſaid not, The Word which 
God ſpake, but, And the Word was with God : 
At laſt he explains what the Word is, ſaying, 
And the Word was God. It in the Beginning was 
the Word, and this very Word was with God, and 
the Word was God, the purpoſe of Impiety falls 
to the Ground. For Proof is made from this 
Text, That Chriſt the Son of God both always 
was, and always inſeparable from the Father, 
and always God. For as He is without Begin- 
ning; when it is faid, In the Beginning he was 80 
likewiſe when it is ſaid, He was with God, his 
eternal Inſepetability from the Father is declared. 
Moreover, when this Word is defined to be God, 
no doubt he is believed to be God from everlaſt- 
ing. For what he premiſed, ſaying, In the Be- 
ginuing, is to be teferted to all the Clauſes ; 5. e. 
In the Beginning was the Word; and when it fol- 
lows, and the Word was with God, aud the Word 
was God, without all doubt, In the Beginning, is 
to be underſtood. At the laſt he concludes, thus 
ſaying, This was in the Beginning with God : How 
then was He, when He was not, who always 
is ? How is He out of nothing in Being, who 
erer is with the Father? How is he a Creature, 
who always is God, yea, and by whom every 
Creature is? For it follows, All Things were made 
by Him. How is He made out of nothing in Be- 
ing, by whom alt Things were made? For if He 

I 2 | -- + Himlſe'f 


Himſelf was made, how were all Things made by 


Him? For while He was a making, He that was 


not, could not be the Maker of Himſelf ; and 
therefore He is to be thought not made, by whom 
all Things were made; becauſe it is fooliſh and ab- 
ſurd to. ſay, That He, who was not in being, 
was made by Himſelf. : 61,1 

Paul in like manner alſo teacheth, That Chriſt 


ever was, and is God, and equal to the Fa- 
ther. For then is He truly God, when He is 


equal to the Father; becauſe neither would 
He be ſaid to be equal, if He were nat eſteem- 
ed truly God. For it is injurious to the true 
God, if one, that is not true God, . be ſaid to be 
His Equal. In his Epiſtle to the Philippians he 
puts it thus, Let this Mind be in you, which was 
in Chriſt Jeſus, who being in the Form of God, thought 
it not Robbery to be equal with Gad; but made himſelf 
of no Reputation, taking upon him the Form of a 
Servant. If Chriſt is truly. Man, when he takes 
upon Him the Form of a Servant; He is alſo truly 
God, vhen He is ſaid to be in the Form of God: 
Nor could he otherwiſe. call Him Equal, unleſs 
he would be underſtood, that to be in the Form 
of God is to be true God. And He that is true 
God, certainly always is; and He that is always 
God, of Him it cannot be ſaid, There was a 
Time, when He was not. Moreover, the Apoſtle 
Paul, writing to the Coloſſiant, ſaith, f All Things 


tere made by him : For in him were all Things created 


that are in Heaven, and that are in Earth, viſible 
aud invifible, whether Thronzs, or Dominions; or Prin- 
oipalities, or Powers; all Things were. created by him, 
and in him, and he is before all. He therefore al- 
ways is, by whom, and in whom all Things were 
made. maT VN al i 41401 £< 2182 
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The Pſalmiſt alſo ſaith in his Song, In N 
dom kaſt thou made them all. He ſaid not, that 
Wiſdom. itſelf was made; for the Apoſtle alſo, 
when he ſaith, And He is beſore al, denyed, that 
He was made. For if he would have it believed, 
that He, that was not, was, made, he could 
have put it thus, And he was made before all : But 
when he ſaith, And He is before all, he gave a Be- 
ginning to all, before whom he. is, and whoſe 
Maker He is: But he himſelf is withdut Begin- 
ning, who is ſaid, not to be made, but to be, 
D e e ee 
Again, the Apoſtle ſaith, f One God the Father, 
of whom” are all things, and we in Him, and one 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, by ubom are all things, and 
we by Him. Here, when he ſaith, All things are 
ly Chriſt, he moſt plainly ſevereth the Maker 
from things made; nor is it poſſible to conceive 
rhe natpre of a made thing in Him, that made 
ESRC. CIC IEEE a ES 
Bur let us ſee, whether Moſes alſo hath taught 
this ſame, which the Apoſtles have declared, 
viz. That all things were*made 'of God by the Son. 
Among other things, when he relates the Forma- 
tion of the World, he ſaith, ff And God ſaid, Let 
there be a Firmament in the midſt of the Waters, and 
let it divide the Waters from the Waters; and it waz 
fo ; and God made the Firmament, and God divided 
thro” the midſt of the Water: When he ſaith, And 
God ſaid, Let there be a Frmament, in the Speaker, 
the Perſon of the Father is to be underſtood: 
But when he ſaith, And God made, the Perſon of 
the Son is to be per in the Maker. For 
if you think it is not to be ſo taken, the Apo- 
ſtle's Aſſertion will be in danger, when he ſaith, 
One God the Father, of whom are all things, and we 
in 
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in Him; and one-Joſus Chriſt, our, Lord, by whom are 
of Things, and we by Him. For upleſs you believe, 
that the whole Fabrick of the World was made 
by the Son, yea, and all Things inviſible and 
viſible, how receive you jnto your Creed the Ar 
poſtle's Words, ſaying, One Jeſs Chriſt our Lord, 
by whom are all things ; and alſo that which we 


related above, For in Him all things were created; 


and that too of the Pſalmiſt, in wiſdom haſt thou 
madethem all! John likewiſe purſues this, 1 things 
were made by Him. How all Things 2 If you 


deny that to be ſpoken'of the Son of God, Sen. 


i. 7. And Gad made the firmament, and God divi- 
ded in the midſt of the water. And therefore Mo- 
ſes alſo brings the Son in as the Maker, not as 
one of the Things made, For if he had. learnt; 
by. the Reyelation of the Holy Ghoſt, that He 
was made, among the other Things, which he 
deſcribes as made, he would have mentioned 
Him, as made before. But he more fully pur- 
ſues this afterwards, when now an Inhabitant of 
the framed World was to be made. And God 
ſaid, Let us make Man after our Image and Lileneſi. 
For it is not for one Perſon to ſay, Let ws make 


after our Image and Likeneſs ; nor yet for a diffe- 


rent Deity. For theſe Words, Let 1 make, | and 
our, being plural, denote the Perſons of the Fg 
ther and the Son : But that he. ſaith, Image, in 
the ſingular Number, the one Godhead, the one 
Power of either Perſon is apparent. If Chriſt 
be a Creature, how comes he to he taken into 
Partnerſbip with God in the Work? For unto 
Him it is ſpoken, Let zu make, If He be not a 
true Son, how comes He to have one Image 
with the Father? An adopted Son hath not the 
Image of him that adopts him : He may indeed 
1 Ks, ey 
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have his Manificence, but he can't have the Na- 
ture of his Image. There are, I know, Diver- 
fittes of Images, which it were tedious now, and 
urneceſlary to recount. Bur I claim what makes 
for the Cauſe in hand, and affirm, that here 
there is no Difference of Image, where there is 
ſaid to be one Image of Father and Son. For 
he faid not, Let us make after our Images, but, af- 
ter our Image; And leſt, perhaps, thou ſhouldſt 
ſtupidly avouch, O Heretick, whoſoever thou 
art, that, Let s make, may be ſaid of one Per- 
ſon, as tho" it were an Affection of one thinking 
within himſelf, not a Deſignation of Perſons; it 
ſollows cloſe after, and God made Man, in the 
Image of God made He him. He is blind that ſees 
not what is ſet before him in a clear Light: God, 
ſaith he, made, in the Image of God he made. Is 
it not moſt plain, that even then the Holy Ghoſt, 
thro' Moſes, treated of the Goſpel Myſteries, 
ſaying, God and God, and yet not two Gods, be- 
cauſe there is one Image of Father and Son: 
And oh! with what Foreſight were all Things 
publiſhed. God and God the ſacred Writing pro- 
hounceth, to exclude Sabellius contending, that 
there is one Perſon of Father and Son ; and leſt 
he ſhould introduce two Gods, he inſerts one 
Image among the Words, which denote a Plura- 
lity of Perſons. This you will find to be fo, if 
you carefully mind the Evidence, ſaying, Let #5 
make Man after our Image. What ſay'ſt thou, O' 
Arian Impiety ? If Chriſt be a Creature, how 
came the Creature and Creator to have one I- 
mage? But leſt again Avius, by occaſion of the 
ber ſhould bring in Diverſities of Nature ; 
Diverſity of Natures admits not a Communion 
of one Form. . 

Many are the Expreſſions in the Books of Mo- 


ſes, whereby they may be confuted, that are guilty 
| of 
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of Impiety towards the Son, yea and towards the 
Father alſo. For how moveth not this Impiety to- 


wards the Father alſo, which is trained up againſt 


the Son by the Breath of Prophaneneſs, when 
they deprive the Father of what belongs to him 
that is truly a Father, by taking away from the 
Son, what appertains to Him that is truly a Son? 
For how 1s he truly a Father, who according to 


them hath not begot a Son? How is Chriſt truly 


a Son, whom they deny to be truly begotten of 
Him? But, as I ſaid, there are many Expreſſi- 
ons in the Books of Moſes, whence this their Im- 


piety may be confuted. But becauſe we treat of 


theſe, not with the Diligence of one that writes 
a Book, but as it were draw in haſte certain 
Sketches upon Paper, ſo as to expreſs, in ſome 


Sort or other, the Obedience we pay to your 


Commands, we paſs the other Expreſſions by, 


chiefly becauſe in thoſe that are divine, not the | 


Number of Proots, but the Authority is to be 
required: And tho' no more than one be produ- 
ced, it is ſufficient. 

Tis enough the mean while, that Moſes in this 
one Text is at perfect Agreement with the Goſ- 
pels and Apoſtles. Moſes declareth God and 
God. As the Evidence above out of Genefis 
ſpeaketh, ſo John alſo proclaimed God and God, 
ſaying, * In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Mord was with God, and the Word was God, No 
body hath ſaid two Gods, altho' he ſay God 
and God: Every one hath declared one Image 
of Father, and Son, and for that reaſon the Ca- 
tholick Faith hath known in the Creed to ſay, 
One God. Not that by the Confeſſion of One 
God, the Son ſhould be denyed to be God. For 
as the Father is God, ſo likewiſe the Son is God. 


For 


Joh. 3. 1. 


(11) 
For if the Son were not God, as the Father is 
God, how have they according to Moſes, one 
Image? or how is Chriſt in the Form of 
God, according to Paul, equal with God? When 
John alſo affirmeth, that God the Word is in the 
Beginning with God, and not without God, he 
means the ſame Thing, as to me he ſeemeth, by 
this Inſeparability of God the Word from God, 
which is to be underſtood by Image and Form. 
For if by one Image and the ſame Form is ſhewn 
the Inſeparability of Father and Son, why may 
not John, when he declares the Inſeparability of 
God and God in theſe Words, And the Word was 
with God, and, This was in the beginning with God, 
be thought to denote the one Image, and the 
ſame Form of Father and Son? This Senſe in- 
deed might ſeem ambiguous, had not the ſame 
Evangeliſt a little lower purſued this very Thing 
more plainly, ſaying, f And we beheld his Glory, 
the Glory as of the only begotten of the Father. As 
there is one Image, and the ſame Form, ſo is 
there alſo none other Glory of the Son, than thar 
of the Father. In the mean time, you that ſay 
Chriſt is a Son by Adoption, how underſtand 
you his Glory ar of the only begotten of the Father ? 
If you own there be many Sons of God by A- 
doption, and if Chriſt alſo be an adopted Son, 
how is he the only begotten of the Father, fee- 
ing he can't be the Only Begotten, whilſt there 
are other Sons by Adoption? But if he therefore 
truly is the only begotten of the Father, becauſe 
He alone is begotten of Him that is truly a Fa- 
ther, how is he ſaid to be an adopted Son, 
when one adopted Son among many more adopt- 
ed Sons can't have the Privilege of being the 
C 2 only 
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only begotten of the Father? But altho' there bg 
adopted Sons, yet it is ſaid, of none of them, 
And wwe beheld his Glory, the Glory as! of the only be- 
gotten of the Father. For it is ſpoken of Chtiſt 
alone, And we beheld his Glory, the: Glary as. of the 
only begotten of the Father. He therefore is not a 
Son by Adoption, of whom this is faid, which 
cannot be ſaid of adopted Sons,. And with good 
Reaſon hath He ane Image with the Father, he- 
cauſe He alone is the only begotten. of the Fe 
ther. What Wonder. chen, if the Image of the 
Father be pourtray d in the Image of the Son 
And therefore the Saviour Himſelf ſaid, He thay 
ſees Me, ſees the Father alſo. I ſpeak not this 
as Sabellim, as if He called Himſelf the Father, 
_ whois alſo the Son} For I confals Him, who! 
begat, to be the Father, and Him, who. was 
born, to be the Son. But when; ihe ſaith, Ha 
that ſees Me; ſees the Father alfo, as He ſhews, 
that there is not one Perſon of Father. and Son, 
ſo He ſhews, that there is one Godhead ;; ſince; 
in the Sabliance of Father and Son-no Nifterence; 
oY On e 1465» 14 


Iwill ſpeak it again in this place, If the Son) 
be a Creature, how comes he that ſees the Son, 
to {ee the Father alſo. For no Man ſees a Father 


by looking on a Creature: For by looking on a 


Creature a Creator may be ſeen, but a Father is 
not ſeen, but by looking on a Son. If therefore 


Chriſt be a Creature, and not truly a- Son, by- 
laoking on a. Creature the Father can't be ſeen: 
And how ſaith He, Ne that ſees me, ſees the Father 


alſo, if not becauſe He is truly a Son born of 
God the Father? And therefore: when you have 


ſeen the Son, you muſt needs have ſeen the Fa- 


ther alſo. For without a Son there is not a Fa- 


ther, neither without a Father is there a Son. 


Hence 


—Yy a = "ON TEN PO te m_ * as 


88 IO Du POD LI HH WD ui hh. Maw 


| = alſo.? Conſider in good Earneſt, and with the 


I a IR. n wm.: OO © — 


(13%) 


Hence He laben am in the Father, and the 
Father in Me. c certainly by any paſſive Con- 
fuſion, but becauſe it follows, that where there 
is 2 Father, there allo war may be kgownto be; 
and where there is à Son, there w may know. 
that & Father exiſts. 

There is another Senſe of this Expreſſion, | He 
that hath ſeen Me, hath ſeen the Father alſos Not he 
that with his bodily Eyes hath ſeen Jeſus in the 
Body, is {aid to have ſecn the Father: Other- 
vile the Reprocf is abſurd, which the Lord gave: 
Philip, * Have I been Jo long Time with yous and yet 
haſt. thou. not knows me, Philip? For as to the Bo- 
dy, not only Philip, but allo all the Jews that op- 
poles him, ſaw Jeſus : But altho' they, ſaw: Jeſus; 

to the Body, yet axe not they to be thought 
0 — ſeen the Fathen What then is the Means! 
ng of this, He that harh ſeen me, hath ſeen the Fa- 


Spiritual Eye of Faith behold. Chriſt. the Son of 
God, not to be à Creature, but the Creator; 
obſerve Him to be truly God, without Beginning, 
everlaſting, and, as God, inviſible, ineſtimable, 
incorruptible, immutable, and in all; ſuch, as his 
Father, that begat Him, is; and in thisview of 
the Son, no doubt you have ſeen the Father alſo. 
Ia this Senſe take alſo what He ſaith, I am in 
the Father, and the Father in Me. The Father 
being perfect, begat a Son that is perfect; and 
being God inviſible, incomprehenſible, ineftina- 
ble, and the true Light, to Him ſuch. a Son is 
born, as He, that begat Him, is; and therefore 
he ſaith, I am in the Father, and the Father in Me. 
For ſince all Things, that appertain to the Power 
and Godhead of the Father, are had in the Son, 
the Father is in the Son, and the Son in the Fa- 
ther ; 
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ther; and therefore he ſaid before, If ye had 
known me, ye ſhould have known my "Father alſo: © N 

Hence likewiſe it appears, that the Subſtance 
of the Father and the Son is the fame, in as much | 
as there is one. Knowledge of them both. But 
of a Creature and the Creator there is not one 
Knowledge, becauſe there is not alſo one Sub- 

| Rance. But there is one Knowledge of the Father 
and the Son, therefore the Son 1s not a' Creature; 
but He is the Creator, even as the Father is the 
Creator ; and God, as the Father is God : And 
yet hereby we ſay not, that there are two Gods. 

Here it is, O impious Heretick, that thou 
inveigheſt with deviliſh Fury againſt the Fooliſh- 
neſs of that Confeſſion, when thou heareſt God 
and God: And yet we ſay not, two Gods. For 
being puffed up arid bloated with Secular Learns 
ing, thou art incurably Sick in this Diſquiſſtion, 
and imagineſt thou ſhouldeſt force us to ſay, 
There are two Gods, when we confeſs God and 
God. Collect not, O unhappy Wretch, who 
profeſſeſt thyſelf a Chriſtian of what ſort lover, 
colle& not the Syllogiſms of Ariſtotle againſt Chriſt 
the Lord of the whole Creation ; nor with cavil- 
ling or-cozenage in the Art of Numbers, oppoſe 
thyſelf to the pious Confeſſion of the ineffable 
Myſtery of God. Look rather into the Divine 
Books, and to expreſs the Divine Faith, employ 
or make uſe of the Divine Words. .. 

Thou for certain haſt read, f And in thy Light 
Mall we fee Light. What Difference is there here ig 
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; of Light from Light > He would have ſet down e 
i the Difference, had there been any, leſt any one Ml 
[ ſhould imagine, that there is a Difference of Light - 


from Light; and if there be no Difference, then are 
there not two Lights, but one Light, when in 
the 
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the Father's Light the Light of the Son is ac- 


knowledged. This is that Light, of which Da- 
. niel alſo ſpeaketh, ſaying, * And Light dwelleth in 


bim: For this is not ſpoken of any Creature, but 


of the Brightneſs of God Himſelf, who is ever- 
laſting Light. If the Father be everlaſting Light, 
without doubt the. Son, alſo is Light everlaſting. 
But if it be deny'd, that the Son of God is Light 
everlaſting, how comes the Light of the Son, 
which is not everlaſting, to be ſeen in the ever- 
laſting Light of the Father? But this Expreſſi- 
on, which the Saints uſe in the Praiſes of God, 
is not untrue, And in thy Light all we ſee Light. 
The Light therefore of the Son is everlaſting, be- 
cauſe it differs not from the everlaſting Light of 
the Father; and for this Reaſon, altho' the Son 
is Light, and the Father is Light, yet there is 
one Light of Father and Son, becauſe in Fatker 
and Son there is no Diſtin&ion nor: Separation of 
Light, as there is not of Image, according to 
Moſes, nor of Form, according to the Apoſtle 
Paul. But the Myſtery of the inſeparable Uni- 
ty conſiſts in this, that both of them, viz. Fa- 
ther and Son, are equally, and without Diviſion, 
and ſeparate Proportions, one God ; and of the 
Plurality in this, that there is one Father, and 
one Son. 

Hence 1s made evident, what we read in 
the Goſpel, where the Saviour Himlelf ſaith, 
J and the Father are one. For, are, denotes more 
Perſons than one ; for this is Father, and this 
is Son. But, one, (in the Neuter Gender] de- 
notes one and the ſame Subſtance and Godhead 
in Father and Son: So that Father and Son are 
truly one God, ſeeing both of them, i. e. Father 
and Son are one as to the Godhead, not one 


as 
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as to the Perſons. I and the Father are one. This 
fingle Expreſſion excludes Sabellim, and confounds 
Ariiis. For Sabellims ſo calls him the Father, who 
is alſo the Son, as tho' one Perſon had two Ap- 
pellations; and gives the Reaſon why it is ſaid 
One, vix. that a Singularity of one Perſon might 
be believed. Arins, on the other fide, having 
an Eye to what is ſaid, are, and hereby under- 
ſtanding a Plurality, hath introdaced an impious 
Plurality of Gods, believing one everlaſting God, 
and another, who began to be a God; one Al- 
mighty, and another not Almighty. But oh! the 
Blindneſs, that is in both. They have before 
their Eyes what they may pionſly ſee, and yet 
impiouſſy wrangle out of Raſhneſs and Pett: Let 
them lend at leaſt each other their Senſes, and 
they will ſee plainly the Truth of the godly Faith. 
Sabellizs, aſtoniſh'd at the Miracles which Chriſt 
wrought, believes Chriſt to be true God, and 
not one that ſometime had a Beginning, but one 
that ever hath been, and can do all Things. Let 
Arxius believe this, and not be guilty of Blaſphe- 
my againſt Chriſt, whom he owns to be Soy. 
Again, Arius denies that Chriſt is the Father; let 
Fabellins alſo deny this, and piouſly believe, that 
Chriſt is truly God, not the Father, but the 
Son. I will ſpeak yet more plainly; Let Sabelliu 
have the better of Arius, by affirming, that 
Chiriſt is a true God; and let Arius get the bet- 
ter of Sabellius, in ſaying, That Chriſt in his 
Creed is the true Son of the true God, and with 
me, that am a Catholick, both are Conquerors; 
yea, and both with me overcome the Error of 
Impiety, when they underſtand, as I do, the 
Truth of the Holy Faith, which apprehends 
both a Plurality of Perſons, and an Unity of God- 
head, in this Saying of the Lord, I and the Father 
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But this divine Saying, and this pious Senſe of 
the divine Saying, the Partizans of Arius endea- 
vouring to ſubvert, explain it to another Senſe, 
and ſay, That they are one, not in Subſtanee, 
not in Godhead, not in Power, but in Will; that 
is, becauſe they have one and the fame Will, 
therefore He ſaith, I and the Father are one. Learn, 
O moſt wicked Wretches ! that He is the Eſſen- 
tial Word of God. And doth not He know how 
to ſpeak, who gave Utterance to the Tongue ? 
Could not He tell how to expreſs your profound 
Senſe in proper and fit Language ? Was He un- 
able to ſay, I and the Father will one Thing; if ſo 
de, in this Place, He would have an Unity of 
Will, and not of Subſtance and Godhead, to be 
underſtood ? | 

But now, O Queen, call to mind, I beſeech 

on, the Texts you vouchſafed to write down in 
the Perſon of Hereticks. The FHereticks themſelves 
ſay, * The Father, which ſent me, he gave me a Com- 
mandment, what I ſhould ſay, and what I ſhould 
ſpeak. And, 1 came down from Heaven, not to do 
mine bw : Mill, bat the Mill of him that ſent me, i. e. 
the Father. This is the Artifice of Hereticks, to 
deny in one Place, what they confeſs in another: 
That when they perceive themſelves forceably tied 
down by a Solution of the preſent Difficulties, 
they may find out a Way to get off clear, and 
elude it, by their Serpentine Slipperineſs, ha 

Certainly, O Hereticks, ye ſay, That the Fa“ 
ther gave in Command to the Son, what He ſhould 
ſay, and what He ſhould ſpeak ; and how then, 
as tho He knew not how to ſpeak,. correct ye his 
Words ? Yea, the CNA 23 20 ; becauſe what 
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the Son ſaith, and what He ſpeaketh, the Father 
gave Him in Command to ſay, and ſpeak. Appre- 


hend ye now, that when ye prophanely and out- 


ragiouſly oppugn the Godhead of the Son, your 
Madneſs forceth itſelf in upon the Father alſo ? 
The Sou crics aloud, [and the Father are one; and 
you, like Graz:marians, as tho' the Lord's Saying 
were not expreſſive enough, ſupply and correct 
it by a Change of the Verb, and affirm, That 
what He ſaith, are, is to be underſtood of Mil: 
As if He had ſaid, I and the Father will one Thing. 
But the Son denies it with a loud Voice, and ſays 
to you, what He ſaid to the Jews, your Aſſociates 
in Impiety, * Why do ye, not underſtand my Speech? 
Let Patio and Allegories, and dark Sayings, 
enjoy the Places they poſleſs ; here, nevertheleſs, 
it is moſt fully and plainly ſaid, I and the Father 
are ow: and how they are one, He declareth 
elſewhere, when He ſaith, f Believe me, that I am 
in the Father, and the Father in me: And leſt He 
ſhould ſeem to claim to Himſelf,what He was not, 


to ſhew that His Saying is true, He premiſeth, 


Believe ye not, that I am in the Father, and the Fa- 
ther in me? The Words that I ſpeak unto you, 1 
Speak not of myſelf”; but the Father that duelleth in 
me, he it is that ſpeaketh, and doth the Works which 
I do. And in another Place, ff As my Father hath 
taught me, I ſpeak theſe Things. And he that ſent me 
is with me, and hath not left me alone : for 1 do al- 
ways thoſe Things that pleaſe him. Not that the 
Son knew not what He ſhould ſpeak : For what 
can the Wiſdom of God be ignorant of? But in 
order to mollify, by the Father's Authority, the 

invin- 
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invincible Hardneſs of thy Belief, and lead thee 
into a pious Underſtanding of the Divine Unity, 
He ſaith, The Father thas dwelleth in me, he fpeak- 
erh; or, Ai the Father hath taught me, I ſpeak theſe 
Thing 5. For as the Works of the Son, are the 
Works of the Father, becauſe what the Son do- 

eth, the Father, that dwelleth in Him, doeth : 
So whatſoever the Son ſpeaketh, the Father, that 
dwelleth in Him, ſpeaketh no other Thing, than 
what the Son ſpeaketh: For neither doth the Son 
2 any other Thing, than what the Father 
peaketh, that dwelleth in Him. There is there- 
fore the ſame Speech of Father and Son, as there 

is alſo the ſame Operation ; and therefore he (aid; 
Elſe believe me for the Works fake : Which Works 
he did in like manner, as the Father did them; that 
it might at laſt be believed, even by the Authoriz 
ty of the Works, that the Son is in the Father, 
and the Father in the Son. But how this that 
He ſaith is to be underſtood, I am in the Fu- 
ther, and the Father in me, hath been already ex- 
plained above. But now I will put it more con- 
ciſely. It is ſaid, I am in the Father, and the Fa- 
ther in me, becauſe they differ not in Subſtance or 
Eſſence. And again, when He ſaith, I and the 
Father are one, the Father and Son are one, be- 
cauſe they have one and the ſame Subſtance or 
Eſſencte. + 
I will not ſuffer "RY O wicked Heretick, to 
take away the No- difference of Eſſence in the Fa- 
ther and Son, and unſeaſonably inſert an Unity 
of Will, which elſewhere thou impiouſly denyeſt, 
ſaying, it is written, 1 came down from Heaven, 
not to wn mine oun Wal, but the Wil bim that fent 
n D* = nme, 
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me, i. e. the Father. Thou knoweſt not the My- 
ſtery of his Expreſſion in this Texr, and wick- 
edly denyeſt, that there is one Will of Father 
and Son; and how then ſhall I believe thee ſin- 
cere, when thou gonfeſſeſt, that one and the ſame 
Will of Father and Son is intended in that Saying 
of the Lord, I and the Father are one? If thou reak: 
ly belicveſt, that the Father and the Son are one 
in Will, I ſee not how thou canſt deny them to 
be one in Eſſence, and in Godhead, and in Power, 
For why may there not be one Eſſence, one God- 
head and Power in them, that have one Will? 
For if their Will be equally alike, their Godhead 
alſo is equally alike. If their Godhead: be not 
equally alike, neither is their Will equally alike, 
For the Will of God, and of any one that is not 
God, can never pair; becauſe the Energy of his 
Will, that is God, is one, and the Energy of hisWill, 
that is not God, is another. The Will of God is na- 
turally Soeben emen be ent the ſame, 
exiſting without Beginning, and perſevering without 
Fad, But the Will of him, that is not God, ſince it 
hath a Beginning, as he Himſelf hath, that is not 
God, may waver, may be changed, as he Himſelf 
alſo. may, that is not God: And hereupon neither 
truly Good, becauſe. not Good by Nature, not 
truly perfect, as being liable to be thanged and 
leſſened ſo, as what he wills nat to Day, he may 
will to Morrow. n en tus 3. 


I will make this plainer by an Example; That 
Angel, who. is now a Devil, had a good Will; 
but, when be became a Devil by exerciſing the 
Freedom of his own Will, he leſt that good Will 
he had, as being a Creature, and not by Nature 
God. The fame is to be thought of every rea- 
Tonable Creature. For altho' ſome of them nei- 
cher have falfn away, nor do fan away * 
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good Will, yet have they by Nature a Power of 
doing it, becauſe they are Creatures, and not 
God, For that they do not fall away, they have 
it not from the Truth of their unalterable Nature, 
but from the conſtant Obſervance of their Duty. 
But God alone is eternally good, and perfe&, and 
unchangeable, and hath a good, and perfect, and 
unchangeable Will, neither by Inſtitution, nor by 
a Progreſs made in the Obſervance of Duty, but 
from the Truth of his unalterable Nature, where- 
by be is a good, and perfe&, and unchangeable 


Let that Hereſy look to it, if any there be, 
that rejecteth this Senſe ; Thou certainly, O Ari 
an, approveſt of it, who affirmeſt, that the Son 
of God himſelf, ho by thine Acknowledgement 
is Lord of the whole Creation, is obnoxious to 
Variation and Change, in ſaying, That God 
made him out of nothing, and that he was not 
truly born of God. If it be thy Sentiment, that 
every Creature is lyable to Variation and Change, 
and thou affirmeſt, that Chriſt is a Creature; he then 
himſelf, in thy Opinion, being lyable to Varia- 
tion and Change, by the condition of his Nature, 
hath not an unchangea ble an invariable Will. And 
how doeſt thou aver this Interpretation, that Fa- 
ther and Son are one in Will, when with thee 
there are diverſe and contrary Wills of Father and 
Son; the one invariable and unchangeable, the 
other obnoxious to Variation and Change? Thou 
art found out and diſcover'd, O fraudulent Here- 
tick, in the Endeavours thou uſeſt to beguile and 
trepan well-meaning People. For being chained 
down and confined by what the Lord ſaith, I and 
the Father are One: In order to get clear of theſe 
Words, which evidently expreſs an Unity of God- 
head in Father and Son, thou art forced _—_ 
| ; ingly, 
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lingly, and for a Moment, and in Words only, to 
bring into this Text an Unity of Will, to the 
end thou may ſt with the greater Perſpicuity, Life 
and Vigour, exclude the Unity of the Godhead. 
Thou takeſt away the Explication, Unity of Eſ- 
ſence, which the very Plainneſs of the Words makes 
eaſily credible, and will ha ve the Senſe tobe, Unity 
of Will, to deceive the mean while the well-mean- 
ing Hearer, (the foreſaid Reaſon being not eaſi- 


Ip intelligible by all) when thou art buſied in hin- 


dering him from underſtanding it of the Unity of 
the Godhead. For the Catholick Faith moſt fins 
cetely and plainly, and not with the Lips alohe, 
but with the whole Heart, doth believe and cons 
feſs both an Unity of Will in Father and Son, 
and alſo an Unity of Eſſence and Godhead. For 
as the Son is with the Father of an invariable and 
unchangeable Eſſence, ſo is the Son with the Fa- 
ther of an invatiable and unchangeable Will. And 
for this Cauſe there is one Will of Father and 
Son, as there is alſo one Power and one Image. 
Or ſhall I rather ſay, the Son himſeif is the Will 
of the Father? For as their is one Image of Fa- 
ther and Son, according to Moſes, and yet the 
Apoſtle ſtiles the Son, The Image of the invifible 
God - So there being one Will of Father and Son, 
the Son is piouſly ſaid to be the Will of the Fa- 
ther, as he is ſaid to be the Image of the inviſible 
God. The like is alſo to be underſtood of Power. 
For the Catholick Faith affirms, That there is one 
Power of Father and Son, and yet the Apoſtle 
writes, f 'Chriſt the Power of God, and the Wiſdom 
of God. It is therefore piouſly ſaid; That the 
Son is the Will of the Father, as he himſelf is the 
"{ +4 Wiſdom 
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Wiſdom of God. If this Interpretation pleaſe 
thee not, mind what we ſay: Aſſuredly Chriſt 
is the Wiſdom of God: But what is the Will of 
God, but the Wiſdom of God? For in God, 
Will is not one Thing and Wiſdom another. In 
Men indeed, there may be Will, and yet not 
Wiſdom ; becauſe the Will of Mam attains to the 
Wiſdom it is capable of by Inſtruction, Meditati- 
on, and Proficiency. But the Will of God arrives 
not at Wiſdom by Inſtruction, Meditation; and 
Proficiency, but being herſelf in want of nothing, 
ſhe by Nature is Eflential Wiſdom. - Whence alſo 
Chriſt, who is the Wiſdom of God, is the Will 
of God ; for in God, Will is not ohe Thing, and 
Wiſdom another. | | 
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CHAP. Il 


Of the Hereticks Aſſertion, That Gad made Himſelf 


a Son, out of Nothing : If He made Him ,out of 
Nothing, than is He a Creature, and not a Son. 


D with one Stroke of a Stone upon the 
Forehead of Goliah, flew a valiant Enemy ot 
Gigantick Stature: But to ſubdue with one Stone 
is not in our Power, and that, I think, upon a 
double Account: For we have not the Strength 
which David had; and thoſe, we contend with- 
all, carry Foreheads Stcel-harden'd with Impu- 
dence and Impieties. Whence it is, that altho' 
we have already caſt many Stones, and thoſe not 
in vain, yet with God's Aſſiſtance we muſt caſt 
on ſtill; and that brazen Forehead of theirs, de- 
ſtitute of the Lord's Cognizance, mult, as with 
Stones, be daſh'd in Pieces with Scripture Proofs ; 
that, tho* their Fleſh loſe no Blood thro” its 

Wounds, 


( 24 ) 
Woutids, it may bluſh and grow red with Shame, 
to find the Weapons, which you ſay are their 
own, turned upon them to their Confuſion. 
The Hereticks, you ſay, affirm, That God made 
Himſelf a Son out of Nothing: If He made 
Him out of Nothing, He is a Creature, and not 
a Son: And why call you Him Son, whom you 
prove to be a Creature, when you ſay, He was 
made ont of Nothing. You can't call him both 
.2 Son and a Creature; for a Son is by Birth, but 
a Creature by Creation. Why deal you thus in 
Contrarieties ? Take one of the two ; either ſay 
the Son is truly a Son, or the Creature 1s truly a 
Creature. If You ſo call Him a Son, as that you 
call Him truly a Son, you have deny'd that He is 
a Creature; and how ſay you, That he was made 
out of Nothing, whom you own to be truly a 
Son? But if you ſay, That He is truly a Crea- 
ture, why call you Him a Son, when you deny 
in Him the Truth of that Name? «M30 
Bur let us ſmite that impudent Forehead with 
the living Stones of the Voice of God. Tou ſay 
He is a Creature, I ſay He is a Son ; who ſhall 
be Judge, which of us fpeaks Truth? You would 
willingly, 1 gueſs have Him to be Judge, by 
whom you ſay, But we deny, that Chriſt was 
made out of nothing. Hear we then what he 
proclaims from Heaven, * This is my beloved Son, 
in whom 1 am well pleaſed. Did he ſay, This is he; 
whom I made out of nothing ? And obſerve; 
That he ſpake this then firſt of all, when Jeſus; 
as Man, came to be baptized. And for none o- 
ther Reaſon, as I ſuppoſe, but becauſe He might 
be thought not to be the Son of God, who * 
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ſeen in a Body, and as a Sinner, came with other 
Men to the Baptiſm, whereas he had no Sins of 
his own. Leſt therefore Jeſus, receiving the Sa- 
crament of Baptiſm in the Human Nature, which 
he aſſumed, ſhould be thought not truly the Son 
of God, The Father proclaims from Heaven, This 
is my beloved Son. John indeed underſtood, that 
He was his Lord, when he ſaid to Him, as he 
came to be baptized, I have need to be baptized of 
Thee, and comeſt thou to me? But leſt the Teſtimo- 
ny of John ſhould not be forceable enough to 
carry their Faith above the Conſideration of 
Chriſt's Fleſh and Humility, and all things what- 
ſoever were done by the Fleſh, He who knows 
moſt and beſt of all, declares from Heaven, This 
is my beloved Son, in whom 1 am well pleaſed. For 
as evident as the Belief of the Saviour's Fleſh is; 
ſo evident alſo ſhould the Belief be of the Savi- 
our's Divinity. For then is He a true God, if He 
be alſo a true Son. His Fleſh indeed, or ſhall I 
rather ſay, his Human Nature, no Body made 
any Queſtion of; for there could be no Queſtion 
at all about it, But leſt any Queſtion ſhould be 
moved about that, which was in the Human 
Nature, and was born with it, becauſe it could 
not naturally be ſeen, it is declared by the Voice, 
and pointed at, as it were, by the Finger of the 
Father, ſaying, This is my beloved Son, in whom T , 
am wel pleaſed. And in the mean time the Truth 
of both Subſtances, i. e. of the Godhead and 
Manhood, is ſet forth in Chriſt with equal Au- 
thority. For the truth of his Manhood the Son 
of God himſelf declared by the Conception and 
Delivery of the Virgin, by his Infant Cries, his 
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Cradle and Swadling Cloaths, by his Mother's 
Breaſts, by the Nouriſhment received from his 
Mother's Milk, by the Growth of his Body, and 
by his coming to be Baptized. You behold, how 
all along up to. his Baptiſm he declared the Veri- 
ty of his Manhood, employing the more Care 
and Diligence herein, by how much it would 
with more Difficulty be believed, That God is 
W4Ge AIM a. hooks ann ho brnginoad i679 
And leſt you might imagine; that the Son of 
God was made the Son of Man by Compulſion, 
and not of free Choice, hear what the Apoſtle 
ſaith of him, Who being in the Form of God, 
thought it not Robbery to be equal with God ; but made 
himſelf of no Reputation, taking upon him the Form of 
a Servant. It therefore, by taking upon himſelf the 
Form of a Servant, he made himſelf of no. Reputation, 
He was not by force, but of his ewn accord, 
made the Son of Man, exiſting in the Form of 
God, equal with God. You have then the Son 
expreſſing in himſelf the Verity of: his Human 
Nature. Let us alſo ſee the Verity of the God- 
head expreſſed in Him. And altho' enough hath 
been ſpoken above of the Truth of his Divinity, 
and many more Proots are yet behind, which 
render it more appaſent, yet at preſent I paſs⸗ 
them by; for it {ufficeth me, that the Father 
alone points out th Truth of Chriſt's Divinity, 
wy This is my, beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleaſe - ! T3 
P. What ſayeſt thou O Heretick > Without al 
doubt thou believlt Chriſt, that he made him- 
ſelf the Son of Man. What thinkeſt thou of the 
Father? Is he of Credit with thee, when he 900 
et 
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fyeth that Chriſt is his Son ? If thou believeſt not 
the Father, when he teſtifyeth that Chriſt is his 
Son, then is Chriſt, whom thou believeſt: as to 
his Manhood, of the greater Authority with 
thee ; and the Father is not. fo competent à Wit- 
neſs, when he teſtifyeth of his Son. And how 
avoucheſt thou then, that the Father is the great- 
er God, whoſe Voice with thee is of little or no 
Value? Or how ſayeſt thou; that Chriſt is a leſ- 
ſer God, who hath more Credit with thee, than 
He, whom thou affirmeſt to be a greater? Tis 
certainly a mighty Honour chou doeſt the Father, 
in not believing Him, when he acknowledgeth 
his Son: who yet at another Time, and in ano- 
ther Place, acknowledgeth Him his Son, when 
with the Apoſtles, Peter, and James, and John, 
the Lord went up into the Mountain, And his 
Face did ſhine as the Sun. Let the Divine Teſti- 
mony ſtrike once more thy impudent Front, f Aud 
behold, ſaith he, a bright Cloud overſhadowed them, 
and behold, a Voice out of the Cloud, which ſaid, This 
is my beloved Son, in whom 1 am well pleaſed ; hear 
ye Him. Moſes and Elias were certainly ſeen alſo 


talking with him, and ſurely you can't deny, that 


they are made the Sons of God by Adoption; 
and how thefi of Chriſt alone doth the Divine 
Voice bear Witneſs, ſaying, This is my beloved Son 
in whom I am well pleaſed; hear ye Him? For it 
Chriſt alſo be a Son by Adoption, when he was 
ſtanding betwixt two adopted Sons, he ſhoufd 
have ſaid, And this alſo im my Son, leſt Chrilt 
ſhould be thought to be the only Son: But when 
He ſaid, This is my beloved Son, he ſet afide the 


Sons by Adoption, that the Prerogative of a true 
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n. | | 

But it ſufficeth not to declare only, that Chriſt 
is his Son: He moreover added, What is due to 
the true Son, ſaying, Hear ye Him. He ſhews, 
that in the Son there is a great, yea an equal Au- 
thority with himſelf, ſince the Son is ſo to be 
hear'd, even as the Father is to be heard. And 
let us look, if he no where calls himſelf the Son 
of God; if he no where profeſſeth to have God 
to his Father. Tis his Voice, Every Plant, 
which my Heavenly Father hath not planted, ſhall be 

rooted up. And again, f Te have made my Father 
 - Houſe an Houſe f Merchandiſe. And elſewhere, 
Doeſt thow believe on the Son of God ? Would he 
preſume to ſay, My Father, my Fathers, and, Do- 
eſt thou believe on the Son of God? Were he not ſe» 
cure of that Nature, which conſcious of its own 
Nativity, aſſerts the Verity of the word, Father? 


Would he talk after an inſolent manner, who 


humbled himſelf , and become obedient unto 
Death, even the Death of the Croſs ? : 
There are other Teſtimonies, and they very. nu- 
merous : but we write not a Book now, and 
ſo as to treat of all at large; but for brevity's 
ſake we cloſe with a few Teſtimonies, in order to 
ſtop their Mouths, who deny that Chriſt is the 

true Son of God. | | 
Verily Chriſt calls himſelf alſo the Son of Man, 
when he ſaith, ** And ye Hall ſee the Son of Man : 
And, f hom do Men ſay, that I the Son of Man am? 
For this is the Myſtery of Faith in Chriſt, that be- 
lieving Him to be the Son of God, you believe alſo 
that he was made the Son of Man, For that he * 
the 
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the Son of God, he hath by Nature ; but that 
He was made the Son of Man, he did it for our 
Advantage. And therefore that Man is guilty of 
Impicty, who believeth not, that Chriſt is the 
Son of God; bur he that diſdains to confeſs, that 
Chriſt was made ,Man, is guilty of Ingratitude. 
And yet, O Heretick, thou believeſt, that Chriſt 
was made the Son of Man, and when the Savi- 
our ſaith this of himſelf, approveſt of it. But 
when the Father ſaith, This is my Son; and when 
the Son ſaith, My Father, thou hardeneſt th 
Heart, as Pharaoh's was hardened, and believ 
not. This farther remains for thy Impudence to 
do, that, being as it were melancholy mad, and 
without a true perception of Things, thou call 
the Father and the Son Liars. 1 

I I deny not, faith he, that He is a Son, but I 
deny Him to be a true Son: And therefore Pe- 
ter for this reaſon obtained the Title of Bleſſed, 
becauſe he believed not Chriſt to be a true Son, 
altho” he confeſſed Him to be the Sor of the Living 
God. Great in very deed is the Myſtery of the Faith 
confeſſed in Peter's Conſcience, if when he faith 
with the Lips, Thou art Chriſt, the Son of the Li- 
ving God, he had nevertheleſs in the Heart, that he 
is not the true Son of the Living God. I am a Man, 
I hear Words, I underſtand Words, but the ſilent 
Meaning or Senſe of the Heart I cannot hear. 
He called Chriſt the Son of the Living God ;. unleſs, 
he had added the Word, Adopted, I apprehend 
none other Thing than what he ſpeaketh. Let 
him look to it, if Chriſt, as He is Lord, and 
God, beholdeth the Heart : Yet to me, that on- 
ly perceive by the Ear, and for whoſe ſake the 
Queſtion is put to Peter, the Confeſſion of his 
Heart ought to be manifeſted by Words ; for Pe- 
ter was not asked for himſelf alone, but for =_ 
2 as 
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all, that as he made a good Confeſſion of Chriſt, 
we alſo might learn to attain unto Bleſſedneſs by 
a like Confeſſion. In the mean time let us ſee, 
whether Peter worthily obtained the Character of 
Bleſſed, by believing in his Heart, that he is not 
a true, but an adopted Son; whether this Re- 
velation of the Father, and not rather of Fleſh 
and Blood, is deſerving. of it. Certainly there 
are very many Sons of God by Adoption; and 
not only Jeremiah, * who was fantiified, whilſt yet 
in his Mother's Womb ; nor John Baptift alone, 
+ who when' a Babe leaped in bis Mother s Womb for 
Foy ; nor yet Elias alone, who hath not hitherto 
ſuffer'd Death; or any one of the Prophets, one 
of whom Chriſt was thought to be, as related in 
the Goſpel: but alſo Harlots and Publicans, 
when corrected and improv'd, have themſelves 
attain'd to this Title of Adoption. And leſt any 
one ſhould imagine, that I blaſpheme, let him 
hear what is ſaid in the Goſpel, ff The ' Harht 
and the Publicans go before you into the Kingdom '< 
God; where there are none but adopted Sons. 
Since then the Grace of Adoption is not denyed 
either to Blaſphemers, or vile Miſcreants, if they 
amend and grow better, it was a great Myſtery, 
which the Father revealed to Peter, vix. That 
Chriſt is the Son of the n not by Birth, 
4 but rather by Adoption, and in Name only, not 
qi in that which the Name doth truly import. Fot 
= certain the Man that believeth this, is ſo far 

from being bleſſed, that he is the moſt miſeta- 


1 ble of all Men, having not only the Senſe of 
it Fleſh and Blood, but alſo the Spirit of the 
14 Devil. | | 
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Imagine, O Queen, I beſeech you, that many 
Things might be {aid in this Place, which I pa 
by, hot in purſuit of thoſe that follow]; believ- 
ing, that Occaſion being given, your moſt excel- 
lent Wiſdom is able to conceive much more, than 
we expreſs, according to the Saying of Solomon, 
* Give Occaſion to a wiſe Man, and he will be wiſer, 
This, O Arrians, is your Doctrine; this is 
your ſingular Interpretation; the ſecret Myſtery 
of your Faith this, Chriſt is a Son by Adoption, 
and not true a Son. Let us interrogate John; he 

oſſibly may have learnt the Truth, either as pre- 
Ent, when the Confeſſion of Peter was command- 
ed, or from the particular Love of the Saviour, 
by which he was ſo near unto Him, that he lean- 
ed on His Boſom: Let us ſee, what cleaving to 
His Boſom he drew from thence : f No Man hath 
ſeen Cod at auy Time, except the only begatten Son, who 
is in the Boſom of the Father. No Creature ſees 
God, as He is God, and therefore he ſaith, No 
Man hath ſeen God at any Time. But he goes on, 
and ſays, Except the only begotten Sor : "Therefors 
the only begotten Son is not a Creature, for He 
ſees God, whom no Creature hath ſeen. And 
leſt you ſhould. take Him for one of the adopted 
Sons, he prevents the wicked Expoſition, by cal- 
ling Him not only Son, but the only begotten 
Son. This Title admits of no Co- partners, and 
altho others are called Sons, yet are they Sons by 
Adoption, not by Nature. But Chriſt alone is 
the only begotten Son, becauſe He alone is a true 
Son. not by Adoption, but by Nature, not in 
Name only, but alſo in Kind. I ſay, He alone is 
the true Son, who is even in the Boſom of the Father. 


Prov. ix.g. f Ich. i. 18, 2 


„„ FOR 
Adopted Sons are in Abraham's Boſom, but He 
that is the true Son, and the only begotton Son, is in 
the Boſom of the Futher. Hence likewiſe underſtand, 
that the Son is inſeparable from the Father's Eſ- 
ſence, in that He is ſaid to be in the Father's 
Boſom. 258 5 
Again, we read, For God ſo loved the World, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever be- 
lieveth in Him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
Life. I perceive not, how God commendeth his 
Love to the World, if He, whom he gave for the 
Redemption of the World, be not his true and 
only begotten Son. The World no doubt is a 
Creature ; if Chriſt be a Creature, what beſtow- 
ed He on the World, in giving a Creatute for a 
Creature? Every Creature is reckoned in a ſer- 
vile State: If Chriſt be a Creature, He is a Ser- 
vant: How then redeemeth He into Liberty, 
fince a Servant hath no Right to beſtow Liber- 
ty? And farther, Abraham, to ſet forth his Love 
ro God, offered up for a Burnt-Offering his own; 
true, only begotten, and moſt beloved Son, when 
God commanded it to be done for a publick Proof 
of his Love to Him. And doſt thou affirm, O 
wicked Wretch, that God willing to commend his 
Love to the World, had not a true Son to give, 
but, as they that are barren, made uſe of Ne- 
ceflity ; that having not a true Son naturally be- 

otten of Him, He might give one made of No- 
thing ? Say then, impious Wretch, that Abra- 
ham more powerfully commended his Love, by 
offering up His own and only begotten Son, than 
God, who had no Son of his own, nor gave his 
truly only Begotten. There is, what God would 


very 
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very highly commend, and yet his Commendati- 
on falls ſhort of that of Man: And that God, 
whom you affirm to be the greater God, in com- 
mending his Love is leſs than Man: For he leſs 
commended his Love, if for the Love of the 
World He gave not his true and only begotten 
Son: And Abraham more commended his, who 
offered up His own and only Begotten. But far 
be this Impiety, that in commending his Love 
God ſhould be ſurpaſſed, who 1s in all Things 
ineſtimable. For loving the World, he gave His 
true and only begotten Son. 
Paul alſo, that choſen Veſſel, proſecutes this 
Subject, and being deſirous to ſer forth the Love 
of God towards us, he ſaith, * ho ſpared not 
his own Son, but gave him up for us al. When he 
ſaith, his own Son, he properly expreſſeth the Truth 
in the Name ; and yet obſerve, what Language 
he uſeth, ſaying, Mo ſpared not his own Som. Sure+ 
ly thou haſt read, what God ſaid to Abraham, 
when, out of Love to God, he would lay his 
Son; f Lay not thy Hand upon the Lad, neither do 
any Thing unto him ; for now 1 know, that thou fear- 
eſt thy God, ſeeing thou haſt not ſpared thy beloved Son 
for my ſake. Paul allo ſaith, Who ſpared not his own 
Son, but delivered him up for us all. The Apoſtle 
tells us in the Words of God, in what manner he 
commended his Love: He improperly uſed the Di- 
vine Expreſſion, if he ſpake not in this Place of 
a true Son; and yet who can be ignorant, that in 
Father Abraham and his Son Tſaac there went be- 
fore a Repreſentation of the Truth to come. In 
God the Father and Chriſt his only begotten Son 
the Apoſtle declared the Myſtery contained ih the a 
F preceeding 
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Adopted Sons are in Abraham's Boſom, but He 
that is the true Son, and the only begotton Son, is in 
the Boſom of the Father, Hence likewiſe underſtand, 
that the Son is inſeparable from the Father's Eſ- 
fence, in that He is ſaid to be in the Father's 
Boſom. | ret de gs 
Again, we read, For God ſo loved the World, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever be- 
lieveth in Him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
Life. I perceive not, how God commendeth his 
Love to the World, if He, whom he gave for the 
Redemption of the World, be not his true and 
only begotten Son. The World no doubt is a 
Creature ; if Chrift be a Creature, what beſtow- 
ed He on the World, in giving a Creatute for a 
Creature? Every Creature is reckoned in a ſer- 
vile State : If Chriſt be a Creature, He is a Ser- 
vant: How then redeemeth He into Liberty, 
fince a Servant hath no Right to beſtow Liber- 
ty? And farther, Abraham, to ſet forth his Love 
to God, offered up for a Burnt-Offering his own; 
true, only begotten, and moſt beloved Son, when 
God commanded it to be done for a publick Proof 
of his Love to Him. And doſt thou affirm, O 
wicked Wretch, that God willing to commend his 
Love to the World, had not a true Son to give, 
but, as they that are barren, made uſe of Ne- 
ceflity ; that having not a true Son naturally be- 
gotten of Him, He might give one made of No- 
thing ? Say then, impious Wretch, that Abra- 
bam more powerfully commended his Love, by 
offering up His own and only begotten Son, than 
God, who had no Son of his own, nor gave his 
truly only Begotten. There is, what God would 
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; very highly commend, and yet his Commendati- 
\ on falls ſhort of that of Man: And that God, 
* | whom you affirm to be the greater God, in com- 
, mending his Love is leſs than Man : For he leſs 
N commended his Love, if for the Love of the 
: World He gave not his true and only begotten 
Son: And Abraham more commended his, who 
/ offered up His own and only Begotten. But far 
2 be this Impiety, that in commending his Love 
Cod ſhould be ſurpaſſed, who is in all Things 
S I incſtimable. For loving the World, he gave His 
f true and only begotten Son. 
1 Paul alſo, that choſen Veſlel, proſecutes this 
a IF Subje&, and being deſirous to ſer forth the Love 
cf God towards us, he faith, * ho ſpared not 
* s own Son, but gave him up for us al. When he 
ſaith, his own Son, he properly expreſſeth the Truth 
in the Name; and yet obſerve, what Language 
„de uſcth, ſaying, Who ſpared not his own Son. Sure- 
iy thou haſt read, what God ſaid to Abraham, 
© IF when, out of Love to God, he would lay his 
1» I Son; + Lay not thy Hand upon the Lad, neither do 
I any Thing unto him ; for now 1 know, that thou fear- 
f IN «2 thy God, ſeeing thou haſt not ſpared thy beloved Sor 
0 for my ſake. Paul. alſo ſaith, ho ſpared not his own 
1S Ln, but delivered him up for us al. The Apoſtle 
tells us in the Words of God, in what manner he 
commended his Love: He improperly uſed the Di- 
vine Expreſſion, if he ſpake not in this Place of 
a true Son; and yet who can be ignorant, that in 
Father Abraham and his Son Iſaat there went be- 
fore a Repreſentation of the Truth to come. In 
God the Father and Chriſt his only begotten Son 
the Apoſtle declared the Myſtery contained in the 
F preceeding 
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preceeding Figure, delivering the Truth in the 
very lame Terms, wherein the Figure was at firſt 
expreſs d, ſaying, H/ho. ſpared not his oun Son, but 
delivered him up for us all. If then the Figure was 
in Abraham, when he offered his Son, but the 
Truth in God the Father, when He delivered up 
his Son, what ſayeſt thou, O thou Teacher of 
Impiety? Where ought there to be the greater 
Efficacy, in the Figure, or in the Truth? With» 
out doubt in the Truth. And how repreſent you 
the Truth as leſs, and the Figure, as fuller? For 

the Figure is fuller, where a true Son is offered, 
and the Truth is leſs, where according to you no 
true Son is delivered up. But certainly the Truth 
is greater, and the Figure leſs. If you require a 
Proof hereof, believe him to be the true, the only 
begotten Son of God, and you will perceive, 
that God hath done much more than Abrabam, 
in giving his only begotten Son for the Love of 
the World, according to the Goſpel: Or in the 
Words of Paul, who ſpared not his own Son, but die- 
livered him up for us all. For Abraham, altho' he 
offered a Son, yet offered him out of Love to 
God; to whom whatſoever you offer, you come 
not up to what he deſerves. And he offered 4 
Son, whom after that by Nature he cou'd not 
have one, he yet obtained of God even againſt 
Nature: He offered therefore unto God, what 
God had given him againſt the Hope of Nature: 
and he offered a Son. If I ſhall ſay, one lefs 
than himſelf, the Argument improves : one that 
by the Law of Mortality ſometime would die, 
without being in the Circumſtances he was then 
in. On the other hand, examine what God hath 
done: He gave his only begotten Son, not one 
that he obtained, when it was with the lateſt, by 
the Favour of ſome body, but one whom he al- 
2 Ways 
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ways hath, from: all Eternity properly and natu- 
rally born of himſelf, and ſuch as the Father is 
that begat him, inviſible, ineſtimable, everlaſt- 
ing, impaſſible and immortal, and almighty, as 
the Father is; and laltly, as God, in all things 
equal with him, that begat him. Lou ſee what 
ſort of Son the Father gave. Lo, God is now 
found to be ineſtimably ſuperiour in a Son : and 
eonſider now, that for the Love he had to the 
World, he gave this only begotten Son, ſuch an 
one as He is: And reflect now, what the World 
is, certainly a Creature ; reflect alſo in like man- 
ner, what God is, certainly the Creator: And 
even now compare, whom Abraham loved, and 
whom God loved. Abraham'verily loved God: 
but recount the great things, which God did for 
Abraham, and you will find, that Abraham repaid. 
the -Debt of Love to God far ſhort of that he 
owed him, altho he repaid him to the utmoſt of 
his Ability. But God loves the World, not for 
any Fayour that the World hath done him. Lou 
ſee, that the Love beſtowed, when not due, is 
far more- commendable, than that of Abraham, 
which was paid, when due. But behold the 
great Excellency of God's Love to the World, 
not only not commended to himſelf, who made 
it, by any deſert of. Righteouſneſs, but alſo guilty 
of Sin, and Impiety towards him. God there- 
fore loved the World guilty of Sins and Impieties » 
not that he loved the Sins and Impieties of the 
World, but he loved the World, that the World 
itſelf might be delivered from its Sins and Im- 
pieties. Hear how wonderfully the Apoſtle in 
his Epiſtle to the Romans ſets forth the Love of 
God upon this account ; * For when we were yet 
F 3 without 
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without Strength, in due time Chriſt died for the Un- 
godly. For ſcarcely for a righteous Man will one die 2 

peradventure for a good Man ſome would even dare 
to die. But God commendeth his Love towards us, in 


that while we were yes Sinners, Chriſt died for us. 


Much more then being now juſtified by his Blood, we 
ſhall be ſaved from Wrath through Him. This Evi- 
- dence, I perceive, wants to be diſcuſſed ; but at 
preſent we in few words explain, what makes 
for the Argument. By the World the Apoſtles 
means the Inhabitants of the World, and ſhews, 
that Chriſt died for the Ungodly, and for Sinners, to 
commend his Love towards us, who are in the 
World. And Chriſt died, ſaith he, for the Ungodly, 
and for Sinners : for ſcarcely for a righteous Man wilt 
one die, yet peradventure for a good Man ſome would 
even dare to die. | 1 „ 
Do you now underſtand, how ineffably more 
excellent the Love of God is, where the Truth 
is expreſt ; and how much leſs the Love of Abra. 
ham is, where the Figure is repreſented ? I ſpeak 
not this, as tho" 4braham did not greatly love 
God ; for he loved him as much as he was able, 
and ſo much, that none of thoſe that are born of 
Women can love him more. But altho' he greatly 
loved God, loved him with all his Heart, and 
with all the Powers of his Soul. Yet is he infinitely 
exceeded by the ineffable ſuperlative eminence of 
the Divine Love. For who can explain the Love, 
which God had for the World, in giving his only 
begotten Son, in ſuch a manner, That He, who 
is God, ſhould be born a Man, and, as Man, 
have a beginning of Birth, who without begin- 
ning is born of the Father; That He, who is 
equal with God, always exiſting in the Form of 
God, ſhould by taking upon him the Form of a 
Servant be made leſs, not only than the 8 
7 ut 
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but alſo than Angels, yea and Men; nor can 1 
tell, if not lower yet, than a Worm in compari- 
ſon :' And laſtly, that He in the Soul, which He 
aſſumed, ſhould endure Grief even unto Death, 
who 1s all the Joy, not only of Abraham, * who 
defired to ſee bis day, and ſaw it, and was glad, but 
alſo of all holy Men. He gave therefote to the 
World his only begotten Son, that He, who is 
the true Life, by hanging on the Tree in his 
Body, might undergo the Death of the Croſs, 
concealing the mean while his everlaſting and in- 
violable Divinity, which he hath one with his 
Father. Lo! here is Love: The Lord of Glory, 
who beſtows eternal Life in Heaven on them that 
believe Him the Son of God, is crucified on 
Earth for the Salvation of the World, © 

O moſt bleſſed Patriach Abraham, whoſe 
greateſt Love towards God is only leſs, than the 
overflowing of the inexplicable Divine Love. 
Nor know I, if God did not all this for a wicked 
World out of regard to thy Love and Faith. 
For God promiſed to thee and thy Seed, that 
thou fhouldeft be the Heir of the World through 
the Righteouſneſs of Faith, as the Apoſtle Paut 
teacheth, Rom iv. 13. 

But I dwell too long upon this Point, if I would 
handle this Paſſage more fully. I return to thee, 
O Heretick, and admoniſh thee to obſerve with 
dilizence, how God loving the World, gave his only 
begotten Son; or, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, how he 
ſpared not his own Son, but delivered him up for 
us al, Did you acknowledge the Myſtery of that 
ineffable Divine Love, you never would raiſe im- 
pious Difficulties againſt the Son of God, 3 
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the Godly- minded knows, have received a Solu- 
tion from far bach been aid above; , |» 
But in, order to daſh and confound the more 
the Impydeace of thy Front, take we a View of 
the remaining: part of the Evidence produced, 
For having ſaid, God ſo loved the World, that be 
gave his ou) begotten Son, he goes on, ſaying, That 
' whoſoever helieveth in Him (bould not periſh, but haue 

ver laſting Life. I will ſpeak it again, If he be 


not] the only begetten Son, how comes it, that 
wh 92258 bee fe in him | Hay not, but 
mall hape. exerlaſting Life; fance to believe in a 
Creature is an Offence to the Godhead. Look 
upon the Apoſtle Paul, obſerve what ſhameful, 
what obſcene Practiſes he relates of thoſe, * who, 
as he ſpeaks, have changed the Truth f God into 8 
Lye, and haue \worſbipped and ſerved the Creature 
more than the Creator. If thou ſo believeſt, ſo 
worſhippeſt and ſerveſt the only begotten Son of 
God, PETR afixm, that He is a Creature, thoſe 
very Exils await thee, O Wretch, with which 
they are puniſhed, who have chauged the Truth of 
God into a;Lye,; and have worſhipped aud ſeryed.the 
Creature, more than the Creator, z. 
_ Chriſt, faith he, is the Son of God by Adop- 
tion, and not: a true Son. I read over all the 
Goſpels; and find it no where vritten, that 
Chriſt is a Sou, by Adoption, and not a true Son, in 
And well it is, that John, the ſame John who 
leaned on the Lord's Boſom, when he aſſigns the 
Reaſon of writing his Goſpel, ſaith, Aud mam 
ether Sigus did Feſus in the, preſence of his Diſciples, 
which are not written in this Book. But theſe are 
written, that ye might believe that Jeſus is the Chrift 
| the 
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the Son of God, and that believing ye might have eters 
ual hfe in his Name. Needs there yet any farther 
Explication ?: And many other Signs faith he, Je- 


ſus did; and although they be nor all written, fot 


all could not be written, they being ſo many, yet 
theſe were written that we might belieue, that Jeſus it 
the Chrift the Son of God; and to ſtir up the Belief 
of every one, he ſhews the Reward, ſaying, [that 
believing ye might have eternal, life in his Name. If 
verily he were the Son of God by Adoption, and 
not by Nature; if he were only named Son, and 
was not what that Name importeth, he would 
no where have explained this more than in the 
Clofe of his Writing, leſt the Faith being left 
ambiguous, that very Ambignity ſhould be the 
Cauſe why any one ſhould loſe-:evetlaſting Life; 
But the Evangeliſt, who was ordained for this 
very Purpoſe, that having the Grace of the Holy 
Spirit, he might chiefly ſet the Things in a clearet 
Light-which appertain to the Rewards of ever- 
laſting Life, did not ambiguouſly cloſe the Go- 
ſpel ; but in the plaineſt Manner declared, That 
the Goſpels were therefore written, that ye, ſaith _ 
he, might believe, that Feſus is the Chriſt the Sor 
of God, and that believing ye might have etetnal Life 
in his Name. © "1 LN gt TOP tn? 
Is there hete yet any Suſpicion of 'a Creature 


in the Son of God, where whoſoever believerh 


that Chriſt is the Son of God; hath eternal Life, 
and no otherwiſe than in his Name ; who ſurely 
is not a Creature but the Creator, and not a Son 
by Adoption, but the true Son of God ? For in 
the Name of à Creature, no Man is able to at- 
tain ſo much as a temporal Life; unleſs he may 
be ſaid to give it, that taketh it not away. 
The Heretick affirms, God made himſelf a 
Son out of nothing. I paſs by many Teſlimo- 
nies : 


(44). 
| nies: Let St. John ſpeak, honoured with the Love 
of Chriſt the Lord; he writing an Epiſtle ſaith, 
* every one that loveth him that begat, loveth him alſo 

that is begotten of him. Doth he ſay, loveth him, 

whom God made out of nothing ? But neither 
would he at all have named him that begat, had 
he not known, that a Son was begotten of him. | 
- Suppoſe now, the Paſſage were ſo to be under- 
ſtood, as you, O Heretick, interpret it, vix. | 
That He whom John affirms begotten of the Fa- t 
ther, was made by him out of nothing ; and I t 
demand, if Chriſt alone with you was made out v 
of nothing, is not the World itſelf, to ſay nothing a 
of the reſt, made out of nothing ? Then alſo the ol 
World is to be loved of us, if the Father is to be W 
loved. But the ſame John calls out aloud, {Love ſa 
not the world. Is John ſo light and inconſiſtent a 
Writer as to affirm Contrarieties? Far be this C. 
Impiety to ſay ſo of him. Doth John contradict as 
himſelf, who ſpake by the Holy Ghoſt > He knows WK the 
the Difference between a Thing made, and that . 
which is begotten, in the very beginning of his the 
Goſpel ; as was ſaid above when we handled that 
Text: And therefore he underſtands him not as call 
2 Thing made, whom he affirms begotten of the 


Father; for neither would he put it ſingly, were 

it his Intention, that to be begotten of the Father that 

ſhould be underſtood of ſomething made, as Son 
knowing that many were made out of nothing; Fat. 
but putting it ſingly, he put it of the true Son leſs 

alone, and faith, He is begotten of the Father, goes 


becauſe He alone is begotten of the Father, but 
all other Men were made by Him, as by the Cre - 
ator. Offer then no Violence to the Word of 
God : 
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God: Why infer you, what he ſpeaketh not? why 
teach you what he hath not taught ? If you be a 
Chriſtian, and if with you John be a true Teach- 
er, believe what he hath taught. He is begotten, 
ſaith he, of the Father. This if you believe, if 
you love the Father, by loving the Father, you 
love alſo the Son, who is begotten of him ; but 
if you believe not that he is begotten of the 
Father, you neither love the Father, nor him 
that is begotten of him. But you love nei- 
ther of them, when you deny that in the Father 
which is the Property of a Father, i. e. to beget 
and deny that in the Son which is the Property 
of a Son, i. e. to be begotten. And hear now, 
what ſort of Name bleſſed John hath given thee, 
ſaying, He is Antichriſt that denieth the Father and 
the Son. Thou falſly aſſumeſt the Sirname of 
Chriſtian, but art truly called Antichriſt by John, 
as thy Se& deſerveth. I lie, if by the Word Fa- 
ther thou meaneſt not Creator, and by the Word 
Hn affirmeſt not a Creature. John nameth Fa- 
ther and Son ; thou explaineſt theſe Words of 
Creator and Creature. Deſervedly then art thou 
called Antichriſt, who denyeſt Father and Son by 
an impious Interpretation. | | | 
But hear thoũ yet farther, whoſoever thou be; 
that art inſolent and contumacious towards the 
Son, and makeſt thy Boaſt of the Perſon of the 
Father; that the Father thou canſt not have, un- 
leſs thou confeſſeſt the Son alſo. The ſame John 
goes on, Whoſoever denieth the Son, the ſame hath 
not the Father, but he that acknowledgeth the Son, hath 


| the Son and] the Father alſo. John every where, 


you (ee, ſets down the very Names, that nothing 
G elle 
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elſe may be underſtood but what the Names do 


properly import. Nevertheleſs, if thy impudent 


Front 1s able to endure more Strokes, and thy 


hardned Obſtinacy be ſo great, that when thou 


heareſt Father and Son, thou neither believeſt a 
true Father nor a true Son; behold, the ſame John, 
the beloved of the Lord, returning the Love 
which the Lord had for him, and with greater 
Force daſhing in Pieces, not only the Forehead, 
but the very ſerpentine Head of -thy Impiety, 
when in the Cloſe of his Epiſtle, he ſaith, * Je 
know that the Son of God is come, and was incarnate 
for us, and ſuffered, and riſing again from the 
Dead, took us to himſelf, and hath given us a good 
Underſtanding, that we may know him that is true, 
and that we may be in him that is true, even in his 
Son Feſus Chriſt This is the true God and eternal 
Life, and our Reſurrection is in him. 

It cannot be expreſt what Heaps of Proofs, as 
it were of Stones, he hath raiſed againſt thee in 
this one Teſtimony. We know, ſaith he, that the 
Son of God is come. Here is one Confeſſion of the 
Son ; and a little lower, after mention made of 
the Myſteries of his Incarnation, and Paſſion, 
and Reſurrection, which ſurely he performed for 
us, he goes on, ſaying, and hath given us a good 
Underſtanding. Without doubt, in that He is the 
good Giver, he giveth a good Underſtanding ; 
nor is it an impions Thought, if we ſay, that this 
good Underſtanding is the Holy Spirit, who is 
alſo called, the Spirit of Underſtanding, in whom 
we know him that is true: For the Truth cant 
be known without the Holy Spirit. An Evidence 
of this you have in the Goſpel, where he pre 
miſeth even God the Holy Spirit, and faith o 
Him 
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Him, He ſball bear Mitneſt of me. Surely by the 
Apoeſtles, or any ocher Preachers of the Son of 
God, giving Underſtanding, as the Spirit of Un- 
deſtanding to know him that is true. Whence 
alſo the Apoſtie Paul writing to the Corinthians 
ſaith, * We have received not the Spirit of the N vrld, 
but the Spirit which is of God, that we might know the 
things that are freely given to us of God. He gave 
therefore a good Underſtanding, 1. e. The holy Spirit, 
that we ma) know him that is true. If yet you per- 
ceive not "No ſo many Words before uttered, ob- 
ſerve from theſe that follow, that a.1 the Surmi- 
zes of your impious Interpretation are ſhut out of 
Doors; And that we, ſaith he, may be in him that 
is true, even in his So Teſus Chriſt; And to con- 
firm the pious. Faith the more, he further ſaith, 
This is the true Cod Nor ſtops he here, but heaps 
up, and exaggerates, on purpoſe to overthrow 
the wicked Interpretation, which relies upon So- 
phiſtical Argumentations, and going on, ſaith, 
And eternal Life, and our Reſurrection is in Him. 
Where now are thoſe your impious Sophiſms, 
which you have learnt under the Tutorage of 
your Biſhop Ariſtotle, ſaying, He is a Son, but not 
a true Son. He is God, but not a true God. 
Behold the true Name of Son ſo many ways ex- 
preſſed in one Text, even becauſe he is the true 
God. For how is not He true God, who is a 
true Son? Foraſmuch as he is proved a true 
God, not only from the Name of true Son, bur 
alſo hence, that he is eternal Lite. For eternal 
Life hath neither Beginning nor End ; Chriſt 
therefore having neither Beginning nor End is a 
true God, he being himſelf eternal Life, which 1s 
without Beginning and End. But ſince he is our 
Reſurrection alſo, the 25 of the true Godhead 
2 13 
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is acknowledged in him, when he ſhuts out Death 
by the Power of the Reſurrection, after the Ex- 
ample of the Human Nature which he aſſumed, 

and wherein he vouchſafed to be born of a Vir- 
gin ; wherein alſo we have ariſen already, and 
ſhall have every one of us our particular Reſur- 
re&ion, according as we have believed, and have 
had our Converſation, either to Refreſhment or 
to Burning. Beware, O miſerable Wretch, leſt 
not believing him yet a true Son, thou begin to 
have thy Reſurrection to the everlaſting pain of 
Hell, * in outer Darkneſs, where ſhall be weeping, 
and gnaſhing of Teeth : If ſomething more hideous 
{till await not thoſe that are guilty of Impiety to- 
wards the Son. . f | 

*Tis ſufficiently proved, in my Opinion, altho 
from very few Teſtimonies, that he is a true Son 
of God, begotren of the Father, not made out 
of nothing. Nevertheleſs make uſe, I beſecch 
you, of your indefatigable Patience, while we 
my the ſame, even by one Text out of the Old 

Teſtament. : 

Lou ſay, O Heretick, that the Son was made 
out of nothing, when yet you have no where 
read ſo. That which is written you deny, viz. 
That he is begotten of the Father. Tell me 
whoſe Words are theſe, f From the Womb have 1 
begotten thee before the Morning Star. If thou doubt- 
eſt, look back to the beginning of the Pſalm, 
and read what is written, The Lord ſaid unto my 
Lord, fit thou at my Right Hand, until I make thine 
Enemies thy Footſtool. This Evidence the Saviour 
himſelf produced, when he would have it belie- 
ved, that He is the Lord, is his Diſcourſe to 
thoſe, who thought him a meer Man, born of 
the Sced of David, and not a'ſo God, as the Son 

of 
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of God. The Apoſtle Paul alſo believing the ſame, 
which the Holy Spirit in David formerly ſpake, 
and hath fince explained, ſaith in his Epiſtle to 
the Hebrews, But to which of the Angels ſaid he at 
any time, fit on my right Hand ? Signitying hereby, 
that none of the Angels is ſuch, as the Son is. 
For all the Angels were made, but the Son alone 
is begotten; to whom alſo he ſaith, Sit at my 
right Hand, becauſe he alone is the only begotten Son, 
who is in the Boſom of the Father. *Tis needleſs at 
this time to expound the whole Pſalm, ſince this 
alone was to be proved, that the Father, who is 
Lord, faith to the Son, who is my Lord, fit thou 
at my right Hand, and that none other but the Fa- 
ther be thought to ſpeak what follows after, Out 
of the Womb I begat thee before the Morning Star? 
Is it not moſt truly proved by this Evidence, that 
their impious Tongue is doomed to Silence, who 
ſay, That God made the Son out of nothing ? 
For how out of nothing, when the Father him- 
ſelf cries aloud, Out of the Womb have I begotten thee 
before the Morning Star ? And by no means think 
that we imagine, that God conſiſts of a Compo- 
ſition of Members or Parts. Far from us be this 
impiety. For-God, whatſoever he be, is ſimple 
or uncompounded, in Subſtance entirely the ſame, 
not Part and Part, not Member and Member, but 
as we ſaid, a ſimple uncompounded I know not 
what, which is entire, and perfe&, and ineſtima- 
ble, yea and inexplicable. Altho* therefore he is 
ſuch an one, as conſiſts not of Members or Parts, 
yet when, from the things we are acquainted with, 
the ſacred Scripture is about to ſet forth to us 
the true Knowledge of God the Creator, it ſpeak- 
eth thus, * The Heavens are the Works of his Hands, 
or every Creature whatſoever ; becauſe with . 
what 
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what is wrought with the Hands is known to be 
_ truely and properly a Work or Fabrick : Laſtly, 
when we ſee any thing done by Art, we refer it 
to the Hands of the Artiſt. In like manner, when 
we would declare the Nature of a Son, we make 
mention of a Womb, for that every true Son- is 
begotten from the Womb, And God willng 

ch 
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to demonſtrate, that a Son is begotten of him 
ſaid he begat him from the Womb, leſt thou, 
Heretick, ſhouldeſt ſlanderouſly alledge, that he 
was made out of nothing. But as when God 1s 
ſaid to have wrought with the Hands, we mult 
underſtand it in a Senſe worthy of God, ſo like- 
wiſe when he begat from the Womb, we are to 
think no otherwiſe, than is worthy of God. How- 
ever it is moſt ſurely to be confeſſed, that by the 
Work of the Hands a true Creator is intended, 
and by the Womb begetting a true Father, tho 
without any Members at all, _ 

But becauſe, O Arrians,. ye are wont to lay, 1 7 
that in God, to make is the ſame with to beger, I 
will ſeaſonably take from the preſent Occaſion to 
confute this your perverſneſs. The Works of the 
Hands are indeed many, but there is one only 
begotten Son of the Womb; to make therefore, 
and to beget, are not the ſame ; And all Things 
are made by the Word, and in Wiſdom; but the 
Word, or Wiſdom, is not made by any, but is 
born of God : whereupon it 1s not the very ſame 
to Make, as to Beget. For were there no dit- 
ference -betwixt making and begetting, nothing 
could hinder from ſaying, My Hands have be- 
gotten thee, and the Heavens are the Works of 
my Belly. But as the Words are very different, t 
ſo are the Things, which the Words define. Prom 
the Womb, ſaith he, have 1 begotten thee before the \ 
Morning Star. This the Father ſpeaks to the Son, 
not as tho* the Son were ignorant of it; but that 
2 we 
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we might know the Propriety of the Father to 
the Son, or of the Son to the Father, therefore 
it it ſo writren: and as the only begotten Son 
himſelf, who 1s Wiſdom, ſaith, * Before all the 
Hills was, I brought forth, Whence alſo in this 
place, he is ſaid to have been begotten before the 
Morning Star. By the word, Morning Star, is de- 
noted every more luminous Creature, whereſo- 
ever it be. Whereupon when he is ſaid to have 
been begotten before the Morning Star, this is 
ſpecially declared, that he is truly begotten of the 
Father, and not made. As to what is ſaid, be- 
fore the Morning Star, before every Creature is 


thereby intended, according to what is ſpoken 
Col. 1. 17. And he is before all. 
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CHAP. Il. 


That the Son of God is Almighty, and unchangeable ; 
and that there is one Omnipotence of the Father and 
the Son, as there is alſo one Godhead : And concern- 
ing the Myſtery of the Son's Incarnation, or rather 
of the Human Nature aſſumed by Him. 


E T us ſmite another Blaſphemy of theirs, 

| affirming, as you write, that the Son is not 
Almighty : And this I will do in few Words, leſt 
drawing it out to a greater Length, I ſhould wea- 
ry you with reading. , | | 
Let them ſay at what time He is not Almigh- 
ty, by whom all Things were made, as they 
themſelves confeſs. Let them aſſign one Work 
of the Father, which the Son hath not alſo 
wrought, in order to prove that the Son is not 
Almighty. 


n 
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Almighty. But ſince there is no Work, which is 


not the Father's and the Son's, without queſtion . 
the Son is Almighty , who doth whatſoever the 


Almighty Father doth. 

Tis enough, if we prove this ſame from the 
Word of God. We read in the Prophet Zecha- 
riah, * Ho, ho, flee ye from the Land of the North, 
. ſaith the Lord, for from the four Winds of the Hea- 
ven will I gather you into Sion. Deliver yourſelves, 
ye that dwell with the Daughter of Babylon. For thus 
ſaith the Lord of Hoſts [ or the Lord Almighty] After 
the Glory hath he ſent me unto the Nations, which 
ſpoiled you, for he that toucheth you, toucheth the Apple 
of his Eye. For behold, I will ſhake mine hand upon 


them, and they, that have ſpoiled them, ſhall be a 


ſpoil : And ye ſhall know, that the Lord of Hoſts, | or 
the Lord Almighty | hath fent me. Obſerve dili- 
ently this Paſfage, and you will find, that the 
D Son is ſent by the Almighty Father, to 
ſuccour thoſe that lay in Captivity. Mind what 
the Prophet ſpeaks, Thws ſaith the Lord of Hoſts 
[ or the Lord Almighty] and let us hear the Pro- 
phet relating what the Lord of Hoſts [or Al- 
mighty] ſaith, After the Glory hath he ſent me unto 
the Nations Doubtleſs it is the Son, who after 
the Glory, ſaith he, was ſent unto the Nations, 
and whom the Prophet ſtyles the Lord of Hoſts 
ſor Almighty. ] The Son therefore being the 
Lord of Hoſts in the laſt Clauſe, And ye ſhall know 
that the Lord of Hoſts hath ſent me, is, as we ſaid 
before, ſent by the Almighty Father. f 
The Apoſtle John in the Revelation alſo ſpeak- 
eth thus, f The Amen, the faithful and true Witneſs, 
the Beginning of the Creation of God, || which is, and 
which was, and which is to come, the Lord God Al- 
mighty. 


__ 


*** 


Zech. ii. 6, &c. Se the Septusgint Venſon. f Rev. iii. 14. 
[-4b, i. 8. Solomon 


a a a M =» _— _ * 


LSG *%. CE WEE 


(429) 

Solomon alſo amongſt other Things ſaith of 
Wiſdom, which verily is Chriſt the Son of God; 
* For Fre is the Brightneſs of the everlaſting Light, 
the unſpotted Mirrour of the Power of God, and the 
Image of his Goodneſs : And being but one, She can do 
all Things. Again, He that redeemed them, the Lord 
Almighty is his Name. And again, in Macc. f For 
thou haſt not yet eſcaped the Fudyment of Almighty 
God, who poſſeſſeth all Things. How is not She Al- 
mighty, who can do all Things? For he had ſaid 
above of the ſame Wiſdom, She hath all Power; 
She then that hath all Power is Almighty. And 
Solomon yet farther ſaith of the ſame Wiſdom, 
[| And remaining in herſelf, ſhe abideth. And elſes 
where, for thine Almighty Hand is not unable. And 
again, ** Thy Almighty Word leapt down from thy 
Royal Throne. Acknowledge her Omnipotence, 
tt who maketh all Things new. Acknowledge alſo, 
at the ſame time, that ſhe is unchangeable, who 
remaineth in herſelf, making all Things new, i. e. tho 
She maketh all Things new, yet ſhe herſelf con- 
tinues unchangeable, which is the Property of 
God Almighty alone. 

But that the Son is really unchangeable, and * 
the Creator of all Things is proved from theſe 
Verſes in the Pſalms, ff Thou, Lord, in the Begin- 
ning haſt laid the Foundation of the Earth, and the 
Heavens are the Work of thy Hands. They ſhall pe- 
riſh, but thor ſhalt endure; they all ſhall wax old ar 
doth a Garment, and as a Veſture ſhalt thou change them, 
and they ſhall be changed: But thou art the ſame, and 
thy Tears ſhall not fail. That this is written of the 
Son of God, Paul aſſerts in his Epiſtle to the He- 
brews, Ch. 1. Theſe Verſes then preſent you with 


the Son Almighty, and unchangeable, and the Cre- 
H ; ator 
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ator of all Things, as likewiſe- the Framer of all 
Things, according to Solomon, For Miſdom, which 
is the Worker of all Things, taught me. | 
But I caution you beforehand, not to appre- 
hend, there are two Almighties: For altho' the 
Father be Almighty, and the Son Almighty, yet 
is there one - Almighty, as alſo there is one God. 
For it is the ſame Omnipotence of Father and 
Son, as it is alſo the ſame Deity, as I ſaid above 
as well as I could, and as well as the Shortneſs of 
the Time would allow, I will now make it plain 
from the following Teſtimony of Iſaiah, f The 
Labour of Egypt, and Merchandiſe of AEthiopia, and 
of the Sabeans, Men of Stature, ſhall come over unto 
thee, and they ſhall be thy Servants ; they ſball come 
after thee bound in Chains; and they fhall fall down 
unto thee, they ſball make Supplication unto thee, be- 
cauſe God is in thee, and there is no God befides thee. 
For thou art God, and we knew it not, O God of Hra- 
el the Saviour. They ſhall be aſhamed, and alſo con- 
founded all of them, who oppoſe him, and ſhall. go into 
Confuſion. Obſerve, that it is ſaid to the Son, 
And they ſhall be thy Servants, they come ' after 
thee bound in Chains; and they ſalt all down before 
thee, and ſhall make Supplication unto thee. Hence 
it is evident, that the Son is true God, in that 
He is adored. For Adoration belongs to God. 
The Apoſlle alſo teacheth, that *tis written elſe- 
where of the Son of "God, || And let all the Angels 
of God worſhip Him ; becauſe He is truly God and 
Lord. But in the Teſtimony of Jſaiah here be- 
fore us, as He is God, fo God is alſo in Him; 
for he ſaith, becauſe God is in thee, and there is no 
God befides thee. And having ſaid that God is in 
God, he goes on,-and ſays. For thou art God, and 
we knew it not, O God of Iſrael the Saviour. Since 
5 then 
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then God is in God, and there is no God beides 


him; in whom God is, and He is the God the 
Saviour of Jrael, there manifeſtly appears an 
Unity of "Godhead in Father and Son, as like - 
wiſe of 'Omdipotence, and of every Thing what- 
ſoevet pertaining to the Divine Eſſence; the Son 
differitig only from the Father in this, that he 1s; 
Father, And this is Son, i. . that He begat, and 
This is begotten. Nor yet, becauſe he is begot- 
ten, hath he any Thing leſs, than is in God the 
Father; being the Image of the Inuiſible God, and 
the Brightneſs . of his Glory, and the expreſs Image f 
his Perſon. They that believe not this of the Son, 
ſhall ſuffer the Sentence, which Iſalah pronounceth, 
They ſhall be aſhamed, and alſo confounded all of them, 
who oppoſe him,” and ſhall go into Confuſion. 

Baruch alſo ſpeaketh thus of the Godhead of 
the Son. f This is our God, and there (hall none other 
be accounted of in compariſon of Him. He hath found 
out all the way of Knowledge, and hath given it unto 
Jacob his Servant, and to Iſrael his beloved.  After- 
ward did he he himſelf upon Earth, and converſed 
with Men. Certainly, it was not God the Father, 
but the Son made Man, that was (een upon Earth, 
and converſed with Men, exerting the Nature of 
Man in himſelf without Sin for our Salvation: 
of whom alſo we read, |) Aud the Word was made 
Fleſh, and dwelt among us, and ue beheld his Glory, 
the Glory as of the only begotten of the Father. IE 
then, the Word "was made Fleſh, and dwelt among us, 
born of a Virgin God with us; what availeth 
it thee, O Heretick, to oppoſe hereunto the In- 
firmities of the Fleſh aſſumed, or to deſcribe the 
Paſſions of the Human Soul; which he took to- 
gether with the Fleſh, and which were profitable 
to us; ſeeing it is certain, that He, as God, and 
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the Son of God, is in all Points as impaſlible, as 


the Father is? And for this Reaſon we treated 
above of the Things, which relate to his Godhead, 


that when now we read any thing of Meanneſs 
and Infirmity in Chriſt, his Godhead may not be 
thought to have ſuffered Violence, but the Na- 
ture of Man aſſumed, and the Performance of 
the Diſcipline, which he delivered, may fully 


appear. For it is a vain Thing, that he would be 
born as Man, tho' of a Virgin a Man, and yet 


not diſcover in himſelf the infirm Nature of Man. 


It is a vain Thing to give forth Precepts, for Men 
to direct their Lives by, and he himſelf, who once 


vouchſafed to be Man, to live among them, 


without paying a Regard to thoſe. Precepts. If 


being made Man, he would not exerciſe the In- 
firmity of Human Nature, who would believe, 
he was made Man out of the Womb of our Ori- 
gine, altho* without the Company of a Man: 
Since. there are not wanting, even at this Day, 
who deny him to have carried our groſs bodily 
Subſtance, after he hath exerciſed the Infirmity 
of the Fleſh. If, being made Man, he obſerved 
not the Diſcipline he came to teach, he gave an 
ill Inſtance of the Office of a Maſter. For what 
Scholar would endeayour to obſerve that, which 
the. Maſter himſelf, made in the Likeneſs of 
Men, obſerved not > Which whoſoever now ob 
ſerves, is by his Example aſſiſted and enabled 
to obſerve it. You ſee, he ought to ſuffer Infir- 
mities, in order to prove himſelf born a Man; 
and being made Man to obſerve whatfoever he 
taught, in order to draw others after him, or 
mall I rather ſay, to ſuccour and relieve them: 
For now our Fleſh hath learned to be relieved by 
his Fleſh. For if he would not ſuffer the Infir- 
mities of a Man, why was he born a Man of a 
Virgin? And if he would not obſerve the Pre- 


cepts, 


22e One e. ers 0 


1 2 3 . 


„ 1 C e eo  v 


cepts, becauſe He is the Lord, why took he 
upon him the Form of a Servant, which is ſub- 
ject to Precepts and to Obedience. But the 
whole Myſtery of the Human Nature aſſumed 
by God conſiſts in this, that what was not ob- 
ſerved in Adam thro' Diſobedience, might by 
Obedience be obſerved in the Man Chriſt. This 
the Apoſtle Paul affirms among other Points, 
which he divinely treateth of, For as by one 
Man's Diſobedience many were made Sinners, ſo by the 
Obedience of one are many made righteous. For as b 
one Man's Contempt many were made Sinners, ſo 
by the myſterious Obedience of Chriſt, which he 
performed, not thro* Infirmity, but by the Good- 
neſs of the Godhead, for the ſalutary Inſtruction of 
Human Nature, are many ſaved. 

Let us now take a View of the Myſtery of 
his Paſſion. The whole Adam had ſinned, tbe 
whole Adam was driven out of Paradiſe : He, 
who came to ſave the whole, ought to take upon 
him the expelled whole. But he ſeems not to 
have taken the expelled whole, if he took it not 
in the Subſtance of Fleſh and Spirit. For a 
whole Man is by Nature this : and this might. 
then be proved, if he ſuſtained the very Infirmi- 
ties ot his Fleſh and Spirit, tho” without any 
Taint or Pollution of Sins, to the end he may be 
truly thought to have taken upon him none other 
Subſtance of Fleſh and Spirit: and delivering- 
Human Nature in himſelf from Infirmities and 
Paſſions, we may believe theſe to be delivered 
alſo, who follow his Steps. But let the Apoſtle, 
the Teacher of the Gentiles, defend this Senſe, 
who writes with more Vivacity, and as a Divine, 
Hr as in Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt are all 
made alive. | 
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But let Iſalah better deſcribe the State of the 


Manhood, which he aflumed. * Lord, who hath 
believed our Report, and to whom is the Arm of the 
Lord vevealed ? We have declared before him as a 
Child, as n Root in a dry Ground: He hath no Form, 
oy Corilineſs, , aud we have beheld him, and ke had 
Ko Favour, nor Beauty but his Appearance is withz 
out Honour, amd beneath the reſt of Men, a Man of 
Sorrows,” and acquainted. with Grief, becauſe his Face 
was tu/ned away : He was vilified, and not eſteemed"; 
He bears our Sins, and carries our Sorrows, aut tue 
thought him to bein Grief, and in Pain, and in Aﬀtittion, 
But he was wounded for our Iaiquities, and bru Jed 
for our Sins; the Chuſtiſement of our Peace was upon 
him, and with his Stripes we are healed. All we like 
Sheep have gone aftray ; every one hath wandered out 
of his way, and the Lord hath delivered him up for 
our Offences : and becauſe he was afflified, he opened 
not his Moth. He is brought as a Sheep to tbe 
Slaughter} und as A Lamb before the Shearer, ſo opened 
he not his Mouth. In his Humiliation his Judgment 
was taken away ; and who ſhall declare his Generation? 
For his Life ſhall be taken away from the Earth : by 
the Iniquities of my People was he led to death, and 1 
will give the Wicked for his Sepulchre, and the Rich 
for his Death : becauſe he hath done no an 
ſpoken Deceit with his Mouth. T 
This Teſtimony ſufficiently proveth, that he 
took upon him, and acted in the whole entire 
Human Nature, yet without any Sin of his own, 
altho* he bore our Sins. But jeſt he ſhould be 
_ reckoned a meer Man, he interpoſed, ſaying, 
Who ſhall declare bis Generation'? That certainly, 
which is without Beginning, as he is begotten of 
God the Father. And therefore he ſaith of it, 


Who ſhall declare his Generation? Speaking of it, 
not 
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not as unknowable, but as inexplicable. For all 
we - Catholicks know, that He is begotten of 
God the Father, but after a Manner above Ex- 
plication :: and therefore he ſaith, Mh ſhall de- 
clare his Generation But this Generation, where- 
in he is born of a Virgin according to the Fleſh, 
the Goſpel relates, and deſcribes the very Time 
of it: But the Beginning of his Divine Genera- 
tion, as we ſaid, cannot be traced out, as neither 
that of the Godhead, which he hath. one with 
the Father: And for this cauſe he ſaith, ho 

If therefore we have ſo received this into the 
Myſtery of Faith, as to believe Chriſt to be God 
and Man ; God indeed, begotten of God with- 
out Beginning ; but Man, as'born in Time of a 
Virgin: let us not aſperſe falſely, or detract from 
his Divinity, when having aſſumed the Human 
Nature he performs the Actions of a Man, in 
order to heal us: For neither may he be denied 
to be Man, having taken upon him'the Form of 
a Servant, when he exerts the natural Power of 
his own Divinity, If therefore he both prays to 


the Father, and if he ſay, he doth nothing of 


himſelf, but what he ſees the Father do, to men- 
tion nothing elſe at preſent, certainly, he, as a 
Maſter, ſets Bounds to the Pride of Man, that Man 
might learn to pay ſo much the greater Deference 
to God, ſince He paid it, who is the true Son, 
and had no proper Cauſe of Subjection: Who 


alſo hath given us a Form of Prayer, not ſo much 


to ask, that our Will may be done, * as the MI of 
the Father, which is in Heaven. And therefore, ih 
order to do what he taught, he ſaith, f I came 
not to do mine own Will, but the Mill of him that 
ſent me. But, that he was made lower, that he 

groweth 
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groweth | in Stature,] that he increaſeth [in Wiſ- 
dom, ] that he hungers, that he thirſts, that he 
labours, that he weeps, that he grieves, that he 
1s ſorrowful, laſt of all, that he dies, is to be re- 
ferred to the Manhood aſſumed, which he my- 
{tically exerted for our Salvation, in that Senſe as 
- 1s related above in the Teſtimony of Iſaiah. In 
this Myſtery of Faith are contained, not only the 
Solutions of thoſe Points upon which you have 
been pleaſed to interrogate me, but of all other 
Queries which impious Hereticks frame againſt 
the Divinity of the Son. 
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K. IV. 


Of that Saying of the Son, The Father is greater 


than I. 


CCEPT now of a particular Solution of 

theſe Queries, which from the adverſe 

Party you have propoſed, as of greater Force. 

The Hereticks, you ſay, to depretiate the eter- 
nal and moſt perfect Divinity of the Son, alledge, 
The Father is greater than J. But it is to be en- 
quired, at what Time the Son ſpake this. Was 
it not, when that which is written was fulfilled 
in him, f Thou haſt made him a little lower than the 
Angels, thou haſt crowned him with Glory and He- 
nour ? How he came to be made lower, let the 
Apoſtle Paul, who knows the third Heaven, ex- 
plain : || Ve ſee, ſaith he, Jeſus, who was made a 
little lower than the Angels, for the ſuffering of Death, 
crowned with Glory and Honour ; that he, by the Grace 
of God, ſhould taſte Death for every Man: For ever) 
M z 
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Man, he ſaith, not for himſelf. What a Wonder 
then is it, if He who taſted Death for every Man, 
was alſo made lower for every Man ? But for every 
Man he taſted Death; not for himſelf ; inaſmuch 
as he taſted it for every Man under the Guilt, of 
Sin, who being made Man, was not held bound 
by any Sin of his own. And obſerve, how the 
moſt wiſe Paul expounds even this, That he was 
made lower. for the Suffering of Death, and, That by 
the Grace of God he taſted Death for every Man, ſo as 
to make tor the Beauty and Decorum of theWork, 
when he goes on, For it became him, for whom 
are all Things, and by whom are all Things, in bring- 
ing many Sons unto Glory, to make the Captain of their 
Salvation perfect through Sufferings. You ſee how 
beautiful, how comely the Myſtery of our Salva- 
tion looks, in that the Son was made lower. 
How unfitly then doſt thou employ that to ob- 
ſcure his Divinity, which tends to its Glory? 

The Father is greater than J; he then ſpake this, 
after that the Word was made Fleſh, and dwelt among 
us. And beware, how you think him changeable, 
as though he ceaſed to be the Word, after it was 
made Fleſh ; but ever remaining the Word God 
was alſo made Fleſh. For although he ſaid, And 
the Word was made Fleſh, he would have uſed a 
cloſer Expreſſion, leaſt any one ſhould believe, 
that he had not true Fleſh : Since even after ſo 
cloſe an Expreſſion there are fome that affirm, 
he had imaginary Fleſh. 

But to make it evident, that the Word was 
made Fleſh, not by a Change of the Divine Sub- 
ſtance, but by aſſuming human Fleſh, mind what 
follows : And dwelt among us. The Word there- 
fore is not intercepted or loſt in a Change, which 
dwelt among us in the * aſſumed; for Dwell- 
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ing prores the Continuance of the Word. This 
4 therefore have inſerted, leaſt any one ſhould 
believe the Son of God to be changeabie, when 
he reads, And the Word was made Fleſh. The Son 
then ſaith, the Father is greater than J, after that 
the Word was made Fleſh, and took upon it the 
Office of a Miniſter: f For he came not to be mi- 
niſtred unto, but to mmiſter. | 

* The Father is greater than J. What ſayſt thou, 
O Deity ? How ſayſt thou, the Father is greater I ic 
than thy ſelf ? Certainly, there is one Image of I th 
thy ſelt and the Father, according to Moſes ; and he 
the ſame Form, according to the Apoſtle Paul, I ha 
who alſo hath taught me, that, Thou art the | B. 
Brightneſs of his Glory, and the expreſs Image of his bi 
Perſon. And even thou thy felf haſt taught me, I tic 
ſaying, He that kath ſeen me, hath ſeen the Father; tak 
and, I am in the Father, and the Father in me; and Li. 
J and the Father are one. And whatſoever the Fa- A. 
ther doth, thou alſo doſt likewiſe ; for they are | unt 
thy Words, For whatſoever Things the Father doth, ¶ one 
theſe alſo doth the Son likewiſe. And, as the Father pol 
raiſeth up the Dead, and quickeneth, even ſo the Son not 
gquickeneth whom he will. And, that they ſhould ho- mat 
nour the Son, even as they honour the Father. Since For 
then thou haſt the ſame Image, the ſame Form, | Fat 
and the ſame Subſtance, the ſame Unity of Na- wh 
ture, the ſame Power, the ſame Liberty of Will, cam 
the ſame Honour, and all Things, whatſoever the the 
Father hath, are thine : Since then all Thing mad 
are thine which are the Father's, how ſayſt thou, For: 
the Father is greater than I; when in all Things and 
which pertain to the Godhead, thou art ſuch an bim 
one as the Father is > Let the Apoſtle Paul ſpeak, ¶ wh: 
in whom Chriſt ſpake, as he himſelf ſaith, || Sine if ti 
you ſeek a Proof of Chriſt ſpeaking in me, what _ 
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eth the Apoſtle ? who being in the Form of God, 


thought it not robbery to be equal with God. In re- 
gard then to his being in the Form of God, 
and equal with God, the Father is not greater. 
And in what Senſe the Father is greater, the 
following Words demonſtrate, but made himſelf, 
faith he, of zo Reputation, taking upon him the 
Form of a Servant. Beware, leſt here alſo. thou 
underſtand an Interception, of the Godhead, 
when thou heareſt, he made himſelf of no Reputa- 
ion. For. obſerve what follows, taking upon him 
the Form of a Servant. It is evident then, that 
he continues in his own Eſtate, who is ſaid to 
have taken upon him the Form of a Servant. 
But although the Divine State continue and a- 
bide in him, yet he made himſelf of no Reputa- 
tion; viz. by drawing a Veil over the Godhead ; 
taking upon him the Form of a Servant, made in the 
Likeneſs of Men; and being found in Faſhion as a 
Man, he humbled himſelf, and became obedient even 
unto Death, the Death of the Croſs. Should ſuch an 
one now ſay, the Father is greater than I, he op- 
poſeth not the Equality of the Godhead, but de- 
notes the Myſtery of the Humanity, in that he 
made himſelf of no Reputation, taking upon him the 
Form of a Servant. Should ſuch an one ſay, * The 
Father that ſent me, he gave me a Commandment, 
what I ſhould ſay, and what I ſhould ſpeak : And, 
came down from Heaven, not to do mine own Will, but 
the Will of him that ſent me : He \ſhews, That he, 
made himſelf of no Reputation, taking upon him the 

Form of a Servant, made in the Likeneſs of Men; 

and being found in Faſhion as a Man, he humbled 
himſelf, becoming obedient even unto Death. And yet 

what Diminution of his Godhead is there in this, 


if to lopp off Arrogance in Men, he ſpeak not 
I 2 arr0- 
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arrogantly of himſelf ? I lye, if the Apoſtle did 
not for this Purpoſe ſet down this very Teſtimo- 
ny, That, by the Saviour's Example, he might 
move every Soul to be humble. You will find it 
to be ſo, if you read with Attention that ſame 
Epiſtle which he writes to the Philippians. 

But the Hereticks will not admit, it was ſaid, 
The Father is greater than I, on Account of the 
Myſtery of God's being made of no Reputation, 
by — upon him the Form of a Servant. Let 
us alſo ſay, that the Father is greater, on the 
ſole Account of the Myſtery of Generation. For 
this pious Senſe ſome Catholicks have followed, 
ſaying, That the Father and the Son are of the 
ſame Subſtance, and therefore, as to Subſtance, 
the one is not greater than the other. For as the 
Father is God, ſo the Son is God; ſor he begat 
nothing leſs of himſelf than he himſelf is; for 
being perfect he begat one that is perfect. If 
therefore the Son, as God, is equal with God; 
yet, as Son, he is ſaid to be leſs than the Father, 
vix. becauſe the Son is of the Father; and He be- 
ing Fulneſs itſelf begat Fulneſs itſelf; but the Fa- 
ther begat the Son; and therefore he ſaid not, God 
is greater than I, but the Father is greater than J. 


* 1 


CRAP. V. 


Of what we read in the Acts of the Apoſtles ; * There- 
fore let all the Houſe of Jſrael know aſſuredly, 
that God hath made that ſame Jeſus, whom 
ye have crucified, both Lord and Chriſt, 


A M ON G other Texts of Scripture, which 

Hereticks produce to make it credible, 
that the Son of God is ſomething made, you per- 
| ſonating 
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ſonating the adverſe Party have put this, which 


we read in the Acts of the Apoſtles, in the Words 
of bleſſed Peter, Therefore let all the Houſe of Iſrael 
know aſſurediy, that God hath made that ſame Jeſus, 
whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Chriſt. 

But this Difficulty alſo is evidently ſolved by 
the Explication above given, where we ſaid, 
That the Son of God was alſo made the Son of 
Man; who altho' he cannot ſuffer, in that He is 
the Son of God, and the Word and Wiſdom of 
God ; for in this View he continueth always im- 
paſſible, as his Father is: Yet in that he was 
made Man, born of the Virgin Mary, he is one 
that can ſuffer ; as one who hath already ſuffered 
Death, even the Death of the Croſs ; remaining 
always in himſelf, as God, inviolable, even 
when he converſeth in Human Nature, and is 
nailed to the Croſs, This Jeſus therefore, ac- 
cording to the Fleſh, hath God made both Lord 
and Chriſt. For as He is the only begotten 
Son of God, who is the Word, the Wiſdom of 
God, He is not any Thing made, neither waits 
He for Advancement, as being in all reſpe&s 
perfect God, in like manner as his Father is. But 
the ſame Jeſus, according to the Fleſh, was made 
Chriſt, wherr firſt that Form of a Servant, which 
he received by Adam's Tranſgreſſion, was ſet at 
Liberty. For Adam fell from Dominion into Ser- 
vitude by the Commiſſion of Sin : * For whoſo- 
ever committeth Sin is a Servant. But the Saviour 
renewed a more firm, yea a more indefeaſible 
Dominion in the Human Nature, which he aſ- 
ſumed, when he took away that very Sin in it, 
which in Adam had been the Cauſe of abje& 
Slavery. 
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Bat He was again made truly Lord, when Be- 
lievers ſubmitred themſelves to his Government, 
For moved by the Exhortations of Sacred Scri- 
prure, which faith, - * Serve the Lord with Fear, 
every one, that. owns a ſalutary Dominion in 
Chriſt, ſaith, | is not my Soul ſubjeft unto God? 
*Tis the greateſt Honour to become his Servant, 
and a Sort of Nobility, far above the World; 
and therefore the Apoſtle deſcribes his own 
Glory, Rom. i. 1. Paul a Servant of Jeſus Chriſt. 

You behold, in what manner He is made Lord, 
when he, that had perſecuted Him, confeſſeth 
Him his Lord, and eſtcemeth it his greateſt 
Glory. + 1 7 4 ä 1. 

But Jeſus, as Man, is not only made Lord, 
but alſo Chrift, For in the Name of Chriſt the 
Sacredneſs of King and Prieſt is imported. In 
the Old Teſtament we read, that Prieſts and 
Kings, among the Maelites, were conſecrated to 
their Offices by an anointing with Oil, and for 
that Reaſon were called Chriſts. For Chriſt in the 
Greek Language, is rendred in the Latin anointed, 
or beſmeared. But our Saviour, as Man, was 
truly made Chriſt, being a true King, and a true 
Prieſt : He himſelf made both, leſt any thing 
ſhould be wanting in the Saviour. Hear him 
certainly made a King, when He faith, || He 
hath ſet me King upon Sion his holy Hill. Hear the 
Father teſtifying, that he is a Prieſt, f Thou art 
a Prieft for ever after the Order of Melchiſedeck. 
Aaron, by Unction with the Holy Ointment, was 
made the firſt Prieſt under the Law ; and he ſaid 
not, according to the Order .of Aaron, leſt it 
ſhould be thought, that the Saviour's Prieſthood 
might be had by Succefſion. For the Prieſthood: 
in Aaron ſubſiſted by Succeſſion ; but the Savi- 
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dur's Prieſthood is not by Succeſſion made over 
to another, becauſe he continueth ever 4 Prieſt, 
according to what is written, Thou art @ Prieſt for 
ever after the Order of Melchijedeck. The Saviour 
therefore, as Man, is both King and Prieſt, not 
by a corporeal, but a ſpiritual Unction. For the 
Kings and Prieſts among the {f-aelites, were 
anointed Kings and Prieſts by a corporeal Unction 
with Oil, not one of them to both Offices, but 
every one was either King or. Prieſt. For unto 
Chriſt alone univerſal Perfection and Plenitude 
were due, who alſo came to fulfil the Law. But 
altho” every one of them had not both Offices, 
yet being corporeally anointed either with the 
Regal or Sacerdotal Oil, they were called Chriſts. 
But the Saviour, who is truly the Chriſt, was 
anointed with the Holy Ghoſt, to fulfil that 
which is written of Him; Hherefore; God, thy 
God, hath anointed thee with the Oil of Gladueſs above 
thy Fellows. For herein was He anointed more 
than thoſe, that have the ſame Name with Him, 
in that He was anointed with the Oil f Gladneſs, 
by which none other Thing is meant, but the 
Holy Ghoſt. That this is true we learn from the 

Saviour himſelf. For when He had taken into 
his Hands the Book of Jſaiah, and read, t The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, becauſe he hath anoiut- 
ed me, He told his Hearers, that this Prophecy 
was then fulfilled in their Ears. Peter alſo, the 
Prince of the Apoſtles, hath taught, that the 
Holy Ointment, from whence the Saviour is 
proved to be Chriſt, is the Holy Ghoſt, and alſo 
the Power of God, when in the Acts of the Ape- 
Mes He ſpake to the moſt fairhful and charitable 
Centurion Cornelius. For among other Things he 
ſaith, [ Beginning from Galilee, after the Baptiſm 


which 
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( 64) 
which John . preached : How God anointed Jeſus. of 
Nazareth with the Holy Ghoſt, and with Power, who 
went about doing Cures and Miracles, and healing all 
that were oppreſſed of the Devil. | You ſee that Pe- 
ter alſo declared, that this Jeſus, as Man, was 
anointed with the Holy Ghoſt, and with Power. 
Whence it follows, that the ſame Jeſus, as Man, 
was truly made Chriſt ;. who by the Un&ion of 
the Holy Ghoſt was alſo made King and Prieſt 
for ever. RT EVEY 

Theſe Things I therefore have treated of, that 
it might evidently appear, that Jeſus the Son of 
God was neither crucified, nor made Lord and 
Chriſt, as He is the Word and Wiſdom of God ; 

but as to that which He took from Mary: Altho* 
by the Paſſion of the Human Nature which He 
aſſumed, we ſay the only begotten Son of God 
ſuffered ;-not that the only begotten Son, as He 
is the Word and Wiſdom of God, did really ſuf- 
fer; but becauſe whatever Injury or Suffering was 
inflicted upon the Manhood aſſumed, is by a cer- 
tain way of reckoning imputed wholly to the 
only begotten impaſſible God himſelf. Whence 
alſo the Apoſtle Paul writing to the Corinthians, 
faith, * For had they known, viz. the Princes of this 
World, they would not have crucified the Lord of 
Glory. E 

If theſe Things are clear, it is then apparent, 
in what Senſe tis ſaid, Therefore let all the Houſe of 
Iſrael know aſſuredly, that God hath made that ſame 
Jeſus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Chriſt ; 
whom the ſame Peter above called a Man, ſaying, 
t Te Men of Iſrael hear theſe Words ; Jeſus of Na- 
zareth, a Man approved of by God among you by Mi- 
racles, and Wonders, and Signs; viz. this Jeſus 


Chriſt ; whom Paul alſo writing to Timothy called 
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a Man, * There is one God, and one Mediator between 
God and Men, the Man Chriſt Jeſus; who alſo himſelt 
ſaid in the Goſpel, f But now ye ſeek to kill me, a 
Man that hath told you the Truth. \ | 
I ſpeak not this in favour of impious Photinas, 
who will have Him to be a meer Man withour 
the Incarnation of God the Word; but in Op- 
poſition to Arius the Anti-Chriſt, who will have 
the only begotten Son himſelf; ho is the Word 
and the Wiſdom of God, to have been crucified 
as God, and not as Man, and made both Lord 
and Chriſt. ET Op „ tt 1 
But altho* they contend with invincible Ob- 
ſtinacy, affirming it to be written of God the 
Word himſelf, that God hath made bim both Lord 
and Chriſt : We being aflured of the Truth, have 
not the leaſt Dread upon us; leſt haply, by 
what is written, the Word of God would: be 
thought ſomething made. For .grant the Word 
of God was made Lord and Chriſt, what Preju- 
dice is this to his Eſſence, by which He is al- 
ways the Word of God? For take Notice, he 
ſaith not, the Eſſence of the Word of God was 
made, but that this very Word, which is always 
the Son of God, was made Lord and Chriſt. 
For it is not the ſame Thing to ſay, This, which 
never was in Being, is made; and That, which 
was in Being; is made ſomewhat. For even God 
is ſeveral times made an Helper and Protector, 
and yet, notwithſtanding He is made an Helper 
and Protector, he is not to be thought to be made, 
as He is God. Moſer, after he was ſenſible of 
the divine Aid and Protection, ſpeaketh of God, 
who aided and defended him againſt Pharaoh, 


He is made my Helper and Protector for Salvation : 
K And 
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* 1 Tim. ii. 5. + Joh. viii. 40. || Exod: xv, 2. See the 
Sept uagint Verſion, 5 


( 66 ) 
And many like Proofs you will meet withal, 
which, to avoid being tedious, I paſs by. 
If therefore when God is an Aider and Pro- 
tector, not this, that He is God, is believed to 
be made ; but this, that He is Aider and Pro- 
tector; how can we think, that the Eſſence of 
God the Word was made, when they affirm, that 
the Word of God was made Lord and Chriſt ? 
Becauſe we read; that the Word was made Fleſh, 
muſt the Word itſelf therefore be thought to be 
made? But it is moſt clearly expreſs'd, not that 
the Word, which was in the Beginning with God, 
was made; but that the ſame Word, which. al- 
ways was, afterwards was made Fleſh, ſo that 
this, which was made Fleſh, is not any Thing 
made. In like manner, when it is ſaid, the Word 
of God was made Lord and Chriſt, it is not to 
be underſtood, that the Eſſence of the Word of 
God was made ; but that this ſame Word, which 
always was God, was made Lord and Chriſt. 
But he is made their Lord, who give themſelves 
up to Him with Reſolution to ſerve Him. 
And pardon me, O blefled Matthew, if I ſay, 
that Chriſt, who is God, was not then thy Lord, 
when thou waitedſt at the Cuſtom-Houſe. He 
was then firſt made Lord to all the Apoſtles, when 
they forſook all Things, and choſe to ſerve Him. 
Then alſo was he made Lord of the Gentiles, 
when the Gentiles, leaving the Superſtition of 
Idols, gave themſelves up to his Government. 
For ſo far as any one is the Servant of Sin or 
Mammon, ſo far is he not the Servant of God. 
When therefore any one renounceth Sin and Mam- 
mon, and throwing off the Deſire of having, 
worketh Righteouſneſs, then is Jeſus made his 
Lord. In the ſame manner is he underſtood to 
be made Chriſt, fince Kings and Prieſts, as was 
ſaid above, were called Chriſts, The Saviour 
| there- 
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(67) 


therefore is made their King, who no longer are 
in Bondage to the Kingdom of Death, in whoſe 
mortal Body Sin no longer reigneth, after they 
have learnt from the Apoſtles the Divine Com- 
mands ; * Let not Sin therefore reign in your mortal 
Bodies. | 

But when He diſchargeth for us the Prieſt's 
Office, then is He moſt truly made the Chriſt, 
being always our greateſt Defender and Advo- 
cate, and, as the only moſt excellent Prieſt, de- 
manding of the Father, and inſiſting, That. Sa- 
tisfaction having been made for our Offences, we. 


may be ſaved thro his Divine Propitiation. By 


this therefore, that Jeſus. is made Chriſt and 
Lord, there is not any Thing conferred upon his 
Divine Eſſence. So much, as a Regard had of 
thoſe, upon whom the Power of his Kingdam, 
and Prieſthood, and Dominion is beſtowed, as a 
ſalutary Gift. IT, | 

Nor ſeems it abſurd, if in like manner you 
underſtand what he ſaith, f 7 am by Him conſtitu- 
ted King upon Sion his holy Hill. For altho' He is 
ſaid to be conſtituted King, yet when He adds, up- 
on Sion his Holy Hill, it is plain, that He ſpeaketh 
not of that his Kingdom, which He had, before 


He was conſtituted King upon Sion his holy Hill. For 


He is a King before all Ages, preſerving by his 
Power every Creature He made. Whence He is 
proved to be likewiſe Almighty, becauſe He is 
able to preſerve all Things which were made. 
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C HA p. VI. 
Of that of Solomon, The Lord created me the 
Beginning of his Ways for his Works. 


E I us in the laſt Place clear that Difficulty, 

4 which you have added among the reſt: The 
Lord created me the Beginning of his Ways for bis 
Works. You ſee, ſaith the Heretick, that Wiſ⸗ 
dom is a Creature, which ſurely is Chriſt accord- 
ing to Paul the Apoſtle. Chriſt therefore, ſaith 
he, who is Wiſdom, is not a true Son, but was 
made a Creature, and is a Son by Adoption. This 
is the Poyſon of the Ariaus. But oh! how blind 
is Impiety to ſee that, which is Pious. Becauſe 
as it is written, they have hated Wiſdom, an 
received not the Word of the Lord, they behold 
not in Her the moſt elegant Beauty. As there is 
no beholding of Truth with bleared Eyes, becauſe 
the View they take of it reports otherwiſe, than 
is in the Truth of Things. And as he, whoſe 
Palate is corrupted by the over- flowing Bitterneſs 
of his own Gall, if he taſte ſweet Honey, defames 
the. Sweetneſs of the Honey, and calls it bitter, 


not reflecting upon the Misfortune of his own 


Bitterneſs. But what true Light, O miſerable 
Heretick, canſt thou behold, when thou art blind, 
or walkeſt in the Ways of Darkneſs, deviſing all 
things that make for Impiety ? Altho' that Spiri- 
tual Man call aloud, and invite by the moſt ſweet 
Experiment of the Divine Banquerting, + Tafte and 
fee how ſweet the Lord is ; thou, if thou taſteſt, per- 
ceiveſt no Sweetneſs in the Lord, becauſe, as it is 
written, The Poyſon of Aſps is under thy Lips, be- 
cauſe tf thy Mouth is full of Curſing and 8 
: | Laſtly 


Prov. viii. 22 See the Septuagint Verſſon. + Pf. xxxiv. 8. 
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( 69) 
| Laftly, When Solomon himſelf hath alſo declared 
very many things of the Wiſdom of God, and 
hath treated of her in ſo Divine a Manner, that 
none other Thing can be thought to be in her, 
than is in the Nature of God ; in all theſe the 
blind Heretick imagines, that he ſees this alone, 
whereby he may ptove her to be a Creature. 

But, ſaith he, it is written, The Lord created 
me the beginning of bis Ways for his Works. We 
will go no further, nor cite any Paſſages ont of 
the other Books of Solomon, which make for the 
Eternal Wiſdom of God. *Tis ſufficient at this 
time, if from this very Place we vanquiſh the ad- 
you Party, whence it produces an Evidence 
or it. 

Thou ſayeſt, Heretick, it is written, The Lord 
created me the beginning of his Ways for his Works: 
But take notice, That the ſame Wiſdom never- 
theleſs declares in the ſame Place, He begat me 
before all the Hills. How comes this ſame Wiſdom 
to ſay in the ſame Place, that ſhe was created, 
and that ſhe was begotten ? And let us ſee firſt of 
all, which of them was firſt ; whether begotten, or 
created, And altho* ſhe firſt ſaid, The Lord hath 
created me the beginning of his Ways for his Works; 
yet, leſt you flrould imagine her to be a Creature, 
ſhe hath recourſe to that which is before ; and 
faith in what follows, He begat me before all the 
Hills. Beware, how you think her begotten after- 
wards, becauſe ſhe firſt put it, that ſhe was crea- 
ted. For altho* in the Order of the Words, it is 
firſt put, that ſhe was created, and — 
that ſhe was begotten; yet in the Judgment of 
Senſe, ſhe was begotten, before ſhe was created, 
So that Wiſdom delivers herſelf after this manner, 
«* The Lord created me the Beginning of his Ways for 
— = 
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* þis Works; but leſt any one hence ſhould think 
© me a Creature, or that I then firſt began to 
ce be, when he created me the Beginning of his Ways 
&* for bis Works, I come cloſe after, and ſay, He be- 
* gat me before all the Hills, that you may know I 
© was begotten, before I was created. For when 
the ſaith, He begat me before all the Hills, ſhe makes 
that come after that ſhe was created, to give the 
Precedency and firſt Place to her being begotten. If 
therefore ſhe was ſo created, as to be begotten be- 
fore, the Senſe of Impiety is out of Doors, which 
ſaid ſhe was created, to the end that Wiſdom 
might be thought to have then firſt ſubſiſted, when 
ſhe ſaid, She was created by the Lord the beginning of his 
Ways for his Works. For lo, the Senſe makes it evi- 
dent, that Wiſdom ſubſiſted, before ſhe was crea- 
ted, as one that was firſt begotten, then created. 

But this Catholick Senſe will be ſet off to great- 
er Advantage, if we diſcuſs, as well as we are 
able, the Words themſelves, whexein Wiſdom 
relates her Being, either begotten, or created. -The 
Lord, ſaith ſhe, created me the beginning of his Ways 
for bis Works. Obſerve, when ſhe ſaid, the Lord 
created me, ſhe ſtopt not there, leſt any ſhould 
imagine her truly a Creature, but goes on ex- 
plaining, why ſhe was created, and for what 
cauſe ſhe was created. For ſhe ſaith, He created 
me the beginning of his Ways ; and. when it follows, 
for his Works, it is plain, that ſhe aſſigns the Rea- 
ſon, why ſhe was created the beginning of the May. 
of the Lord. Wiſdom therefore, as tho' ſhe were 
not, was not created, that ſhe might be ; but 
having always eſſentially been, ſhe was then, ac- 
cording to the Qeconomy created the Beginning 
of the Ways of the Lord, and for the Works of 
the Lord was ſhe created. Wiſdom therefore was 
created the beginning of the Ways of the Lord, and for 


the Works of the Lord was ſhe created. Wiſdom never- 
2 theleſs 
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theleſs was not therefore created, becauſe ſne was 
not eſſentially in Being before. But when ſhe ſaith, 
That ſhe was begotten before all the Hills, ſhe aſſigns 
not any thing, for the ſake whereof ſhe was be- 
gotten, but always exiſting the everlaſting Proge- 
ny of the Father, ſhe ſaith, for certain Reaſons, 
ſhe was created the beginning of the Ways of the Lord, 
viz. for his Works. Hence alſo it is manifeſt, that 
Wiſdom is not a Creature which was created for 
ſomewhat elſe, wiz. for the Works of the Lord, 
ſeeing ſhe was begotten, not for the Works, but 
of the Father, exiſting, as we ſaid, the everlaſt- 

ing Progeny. ei ac de Fa | 
This alſo is worthy of Obſervation, that tis 
one Thing to ſay that Wiſdom was created, and 
another to ſay that ſhe is a Creature. For altho* 
we read, that Wiſdom was created, yet we no 
where read that ſhe is a Creature. For not every 
Thing that is created, is preſently. to be called 
a Creature, -altho” every Creature be created: 
as neither is every Thing, that is made, to be 
called preſently a made Thing, altho' every made 
Thing was made. If this ſeem obſcure,”I will en- 
lighten it by an Example. We find one giving 
Thanks, and- ſaying unto God, But I will fing 
of thy Power, I will fiag aloud of thy Mercy in the 
Morning, for thou art made my Defence and my Re- 
fuge in the Day of my Trouble. Behold, God ie made 
a Defence and Refuge ; yet God is not a Thing 
made: and this is that I ſaid,” Not every Thing 
that is made, is preſently to be called a made 
Thing. For God not being a made Thing, who 
always exiſts, is made a Defence and Retuge to 
Man in the Day of Trouble. And granting, that 
his being made a Defence and Refuge to Man in 
the Day of Trouble, may ſeem to infer that 5 is 
made 
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made; yet becauſe he is made a Defence and 
Refuge to Man, it does by no means follow, 
that God is to be thought a made Thing, whoſe 
Divine Eſſence is everlaſting. In like Manner al- 
ſo, Wiſdom, which always exiſts, though ſhe be 
ſaid to havebeen created, is yet nota Creature ; but 
ſhe always exiſting, is created for ſome certain 
End, and for it's Advantage ; not that ſhe ſhould 
be called a Creature, as if ſhe were made, who 
never had a Being before. For the Wiſdom of 
God was inſeparable from God, and ſhe, being 


the everlaſting Progeny of God, was created the 


Beginning of the Ways of the Lord. | 
But I will talk it yet more plainly. Certainly, 
it is the very Wiſdom of God, which is written 


alſo to be his Word, as I have ſhewed in the 


foregoing Tracts : And becauſe it is written of 
the Word of God, And the Word was made Fleſh, 
are we preſently to affirm, that the Word is ſome- 
thing made; as tho' he then firſt began to be, 
when he was made Fleſh ? Well it is, that it was 
moſt plainly declared, That all Things were 
made by the Word, and that in the laſt Times 
this very Word was made Fleſh. The Word of 


God therefore is not ſomething made, although it 


be ſaid to be made Fleſh : So likewiſe Wiſdom, 
although ſhe be ſaid to be created the Beginning 
of Ways, and for Works, yet is ſhe not a Crea- 
ture, who manifeſtly is before every Creature, 
ſeeing all Things were made in Wiſdom. 

I add this alſo, that not every Thing that is 
ſaid to be created, is to be underſtood as made 
in Subſtance. A certain Perſon beholding his 
Heart ſtained and defiled with ſome Impurities, 
poureth out his Prayer to the Lord, and ſaith, 
* Create in me a clean Heart, O God. Surely he 

prayed 
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ptayed not, that God would make the Subſtance 
of an Heart in him, but that he would create the 
Tame Heart clean, which he had in him ſtained 
and defiled. Not every Thing, that is ſaid to be 
created, is preſently to be apprehended as made 
15 Subſtance, ſince he prayed, that the ſame Heart 
e had, ſhould of the Lord be created clean. 
And therefore, when Wiſdom. is {aid to be cre- 
ated, her Subltance is not then made, as though 

e were not in Being before ; but ſhe exilting, 
as hath been often ſaid, was created 'the Beginning 
of his Ways for his Works. Underſtand therefore, 
that Wiſdom was created for the Myſtery, either 
of the Creation, or the Oeconomy of Man ; 
which when the Wiſdom of God honourably un- 
dertakes, ſhe is ſaid to be. created. But when 
ſhe faith, ſhe was begotten, apprehend no leſs 
Divinity in Her, than He hath, that begat Her. 
Fox it is extremely impious to think, that God 
was at any time without his Wiſdom. Whe 
alſo, ſeeing Wiſdom is truly begotten of God, 
exiſting the ſame in Subſtance with him that be- 
gat her, and this very Wiſdom is Chriſt ; it fol- 
lows, that Chriſt, who is. Wiſdom, is not a Son 
by Adoption, but a true Son, being the Progeny * 
of God, and not a Thing made. 1 5 
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CHAS VE: 
Of the Holy Ghoſt. 


Y Have anſwered, I ſuppoſe, as the Grace of 

God enabled me, all the Queries you wtote 
down concerning the Father and the Son: Whe- 
ther I have done ſo or not, your religious Pru- 
dence will judge: Though I muſt confeſs, that 


what through the Straitneſs of Time and Quick- 
| 8 9 


4 


i 


3 

neſs of Diſpatch, and the Dryneſs and Jejuneneſs 
of my ſorry Language, I have rather touch'd 
upon the Heads of them, than handled them at 
large; becauſe I took in hand, as 1 ſaid before, 
not to wtite a Book, but as ir were ſome Kind 
of Abſtra& or Summary of the Faith ; leſt you 
ſhould think me an Infidel if 1 ſaid nothing, 
when called forth by your admirable Benevo- 
lence. | 7 
But now, Confeffion muſt be made, though 
very briefly, of the Holy Ghoſt ; for fear if we 
ſpake nothing in particular of Him, we may be 
thought to blaſpheme in like Manner as they do 
who ſay, He is a Creature, Whoſe Madneſs ne- 
vertheleſs we wonder at, that they ſhould have 
impious Sentiments of Him, whom they confefs 
to be the Holy Ghoſt. For if He be the Holy 
Ghoſt, how is He a Creature? For He is not 
Holy in the ſame Senſe that others are, who by 
Faith, and a Converſation pleaſing to God, and 
by the Sealing of the ſame Holy Ghoſt, have at- 
tained unto the Title of Holy : But'He 1s by 
Nature always Holy, ſo as to ſanctify others, 
not that He himſelf, as though He had ir not be- 
fore, ſhould from without have been a Receiver 
of Holineſs. This Name Holy, the Spirit is fo 
poſſeſſed of, as the Father and the. Son poſſeſs it: 
But He poſſeſſeth it, being himſelf neither the 
Father nor the Son, but the Spitit of God. But 
if he be called the Spirit of God, he is not ſo 
called as an Angel of God, or a Man of God is 
called, whoſe Nature is ineſtimably different from 
the Divine Subſtance ; but he is ſo the Spirit of 
God, as to be of the ſame Subſtance with the 
Father and the Son. For there is one Holineſs of 
Father and Son and Holy Ghoſt ; foraſmuch as the 
{ame HolyGholſt is even ſo truly and naturally Holy, 
that this is his natural and ttue Name. ry ob- 
: erve 
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erve the Saviour's Words, ſaying, * Go ye there- 
ore, and teach all Nations, baptizing them in the 
Namie of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt. For as the Name of Father is true, and 
the Name of Son is true, ſo the Name of Holy 


9 * 


Ghoſt is rrue. 
How the Name of Father is ſaid to be true, 
we ſhall: know by obſerving,” How he is called 
the true God. Many are called Gods, but ate 
not .truly Gods.; (I ſay nothing at this time of 
Satan and the Devils, and ſuch as are like them, 
who impiouſly uſurp the Name of Gods.) Men 
indeed are called Gods, as it is ſaid, f I have ſaid 
Je are Gods, and all of you Children of the Miſt High. 
But how far they are from being truely Gods, 
he following Words declare; which are theſe, 
But ye ſhall die like Men, and fall like one of the 
Princes, If then where any Holy Men are called 
Gods, this accrues to them by the Grace of God, 


for leading a godly and righteous Life, eſpecially 
Jl 


when the Holy Ghoſt dwelleth in them ; which 
Name they verily loſe again, if they continue not 
to walk in the Ways of the Lord : No Creature 


is a true God, becauſe none is by Nature God. 


But God alone is by Nature a, true God, exiſt- 
ing ſuch without Beginning and End. 

If we now underſtand what it is to be a true 
God, we may alſo underſtand the true Name of 
Father. With Men any one is called a Farher, 
from the Time he hath begot a Son: But altho” 
he hath begot a Son, yet is he not properly 2a 
true Father, to whom this Name hath accrued, 
and that given of God. He is called a Father fo 
long as his Son liveth. For as He obtained the 
Name of Father, when a Son was born of him, 


ſo alſo by the Death of the Son he-loſeth the 
Hades: * Name 


* Matt, xxviii. 19. + Pfal. Ixxxii. 6. || Ibid. v. 7. 
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Name of Father: But God alone is properly 4 
true Father, who is a Father without Beginning 
and End. For he began not at ſome certain time 
to be a Father, but is always a Father, having 
always a Son begotten of him; as alſo he is al- 
ways a true God, continuing without Beginning 
and End. As therefore He alone enjoys. the 
Name of a true Father, who alone is called Fa- 
ther without Beginning and End ; ſo may we al- 
ſo underſtand, that the Name of the Son of God 
is true, 
For with Men, he that is a Son, began to be 
a. Son, and at the Death of his Father loſeth that 


Name; and oftentimes he paſſeth from the Name 


of Son into the Name of Father, when he hath 
begot a Son, The Name of Son therefore in a 
Creature is not proper and true, who both be- 
an to be a Son, and may not ha ve this Name, 

either by the Death of his Father, or when he 
himſelf is tranſlated into the Name of Father 
even before his Father's Death. But the Son of 
God alone 1s a true Son, being this without Be- 
ginning, without End, always having a Father, 
and never, as He is the only begotten, receives 
the Name of Father by begetting a Son. Whence 
alſo the proper and true Name of Son is in the 
Son of God alone, who hath this by Nature, as 
He is alſo by Nature true God, 1 
If then we know how proper and true the 
Name of Father is, and how proper and true 
the Name of Son is, we may by Conſequence 
underſtand how proper and true the Name of 
Holy Ghoſt is, ſecing the Holy Ghaſt is by Na- 
ture this ſame without Beginning, without End, 
For the Name of Holy Ghoſt never would, with 
equal Authority of Name, be joined with the 
true Names of Father and Son, if it were not 
allowed to be the proper and true Name of the 
FE 
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Holy Ghoſt. If this Name then be properly and 


truly, and by Nature his without Beginning and 


End, the Holy Ghoſt is thereſore not a Creature, 
who hath the Name of Holy Ghoſt ſo properly 
and truly as no Creature can have. | 

Moreover, when the Lord commands, that the 
Nations be baptized in the Name of the Father, and 


of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, it 1s moſt evident, 


that the Holy Ghoſt is not a Creature, either 
becauſe He is an Aſſociate with the Father and 


the Son, or becauſe the Lord would never com- 


mand, that any one ſhould be baptized in the 
Name of a Creature, For it were greatly to de- 
rogate from the Divine Power, if with, the 


Confeſſion of the Name of God, a like Confe(- 


ſion of a Creature were alſo placed. And well 


it is, that he ſet down one Name, ſaying, Is the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, to the end it might be believed, that 
there is one ſupream Authority of the indiviſible 
and perfe& Trinity. For how can it be thought, 
that the Holy Ghoſt is ſevered from the ſupream 
Authority, when we read what is written of him, 
And uphold me with thy governing Spirit? 


It is alfo evident from hence, that there is one 


Supremacy of the Father, and the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, ſeeing in the whole Creation he is 
found to be an Aſſociate with the Father and 
the Son. Accept at preſent of one Teſtimony, 
+ By the Word of the Lord were the Heavens made, 
and all the Hoſt of them by the Breath of his Mouth. 
And this makes it plain, that the Holy Ghoſt is 
not a Creature; ſeeing He alſo is proved to be 

2 Creator with the Father and the Son. 
I will boldly call the Holy Ghoft both God 
and Lord, taught ſo to do by Divines before me, 
who 
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who having firſt been inſtructed themſelves in the 
Teſtimonies of the Divine Scriptures by Apoſto- 
lical Men, have handed them down to Poſterity. 

I would handle every one of thoſe Teſtimo- 
nies, were not the Divinity of the Holy \Ghoft 
apparent to a believing Soul, from what we have 
briefly intimated above; chiefly, becauſe at this 
time I propoſed not ſo much a Diſquiſition con- 
'cerning the Holy Ghoſt, as to ſet down a pious 
Confeſſion of his Divine Name. But for a Proof 
of his Divinity I will ſubjoin this in ſhort, That 
the Holy Ghoſt is even hence proved to be God, 
in that he is ſhewn not to be a Creature. For 
whatſoever is, is either God, or a Creature; but 
the Holy Ghoſt exiſting what He 1s without Be- 
ginning and End, is not a Creature; therefore the 
Holy Ghoſt is God, becauſe He is the incorrup- 
tible, and unchangeable, and everlaſting Spirit of 
God. There is therefore one Godhead of Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as there is alſo one 


Holineſs of the ſame perfect, and inſeparable 


Trinity. . $ 

But here let us make an end : For the more 
any one, that would ſpeak of the Faith, is dili- 
gent in the ſacred Writings, the more he will find 
there to ſpeak of it. But this I make no doubt 
of, that it any eloquent Perſon chance to read 
this, he will ſee Reaſon enough to condemn my 
ſlovenly, unpoliſh'd Language; but he will not, 
if he be a Belicver, charge my pious Confeſſion 
with Error; which drawn up by me, by God's 
Grace, I deſire, with his Afiſtance, who hath 
enabled me to do it, to retain and vindicate even 
to my Death, free from Pollution of Commu- 
nion with Hereticks and Prævaricators, becauſe I 
was afraid, God is my Witneſs, to be found a 
Partaker in their Condemnation, 
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Let him look to it who thinks he can't be 
made guilty by affociatirg with them; and re- 
lies upogchis own Conſcience, becauſe he ſo vin- 
dica e whole Faith, as never to have been a 
Betrayer of it : I nevertheleſs am forced to be 
more cautious and fearful in the Cauſe of God: 
Since we read the Warning given of them, * 4 
Man that is an Heretick, after one Admonition avoid, 
knowing that he that is ſuch, is ſubverted, and fin- 
neth, being condemned of himſelf. We read alſo in 
Iſaiah of the Puniſhment of Prævaricators, f And 
all Fleſh ſhall come to worſhip before me in Jeruſalem, 
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ſaith the Lord God, and the Saints ſhall go forth, and 


look upon the Carcaſſes of the Men, that have tranſgreſſed 
againſt me. Their worm ſhall not die, neither ſhall 
their Fire be quenched, and they ſhall be an abhorring 
to all Fleſh. Likewiſe the Apoſtle ſaith, || Be not 
ye yoked with Unbelievers: And elſewhere, after a 
Deſcription. of wicked Men, * Noe. only, ſaith 
he, they that do them, but alſo they that conſent with 
thoſe that do them. There are many other Divine 
Teſtimonies which forbid to keep Company with 
the aforeſaid Przvaricators, or Betrayers of the 
Faith: But I have thus briefly hinted theſe, leſt . 
any one ſhould think that it proceeds from a vain 
Superſtition, that I refuſe to communicate with 
ſuch, as he ſees reprobated by a Divine Sen- 
tence. | 1 188 

May God preſerve you ſafe, and happy in the 
Faith of his Name, even in the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, with all your Affections. 
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Cine, Alexandrini Opera; quæ Extant R 5 
luſtrata, per oannem Fotterum ie o- 
nienſem, 2 Tomes, Folio. 1 
2 Stillingfleet's Works in 6 Vol. Folio. 
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. Origines Sacræ; or, a rational Account of the Ganda 


thoriry of the Scriptures, and the Matters therein con- 
tained : To which is now added, part of another Book 
upon the ſame Syhject, written Ann Domini 1697 3 

ubliſhed from the Author's own Manuſcript. By the 
Right Reverend Father in God, Edward Stilingfleer, D. D, | 
late Lord Biſhop of Morceſter. 

A Rational Account of the Grounds of the Proteſtant 
Raligion, dei Gerten of the Lord Arch · Biſhop 
of Canterbury's Relation of a Conference, c. from the 

retended Anſwer by I. C. By nr Stillingſteet, oy 
Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. | 

The whole Art of Husbandry, or the Way of manag- | 
Ing and improving of Land; being a full Collection of ' 
What hath been writ, either by Ancient or Modern Au- 
thors; with many Additions of new Experiments and 
Improvements not treated of by others: as, o an Ac» 


count of the particular Sorrs of Husban in ſeve» | mn 
ral Countries, with Propoſals for irs fat "Improve =—_ 
ment : To which is added, the Counti 10 Calendar, 
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